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LGBTQ History Month begins with festivities

The carelessness of major
companies
and titans of
their respective
industries are
threatening the
sanctity of the
earth’s forests.
Logging and
other industrial
activities result in the deaths of
forests, fauna and the people
who live there.

BUSINESS 8
Kew and Willow bookstore
opens in Queens (p. 9)
Three former
employees of
the last operating Barnes &
Noble store
in Queens
opened a new
bookstore in
Kew Gardens,
Queens, named
after the neighborhood and Harry Potter series.

ARTS & STYLE 11
Ishiguro wins Nobel Prize in
literature (p. 13)
The selection of
the Japaneseborn British
novelist as
recipient of the
Nobel Prize in
literature marks
a return to traditional literature after two
years of unconventional choices for the prestigious prize. Last year's decision
to award the prize to Bob Dylan
caused a lot of controversy.

SCIENCE & TECH 15
Tourists upload selﬁes with
snatched animals (p. 15)
While personal
photos with
wild animals
are appealing souvenirs,
tourists who
upload selfies
with Amazonian rainforest
animals are
unaware that they are abused by
tour operators. These animals are
taken from their natural habitats
and forced into cruelty.

SPORTS 17
Yankees Advance to
2017 ALCS (p. 19)
The Yankees
rallied behind
shortstop Didi
Gregorius,
pitcher Masahiro Tanaka
and Luis Severino to defeat
the 102-game
winning Cleveland Indians in
a thrilling five-game ALDS. The
Yankees will play the Houston
Astros in the ALCS for a chance
to appear in the World Series.
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Roman, pictured third from left, paraded with members of G.L.A.S.S. and OSL on the plaza in order to celebrate the opening of Baruch's LGBTQ History Month.
BY COURTNEY GERVAIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The Baruch College Gender, Love and Sexuality Spectrum launched
LGBTQ History Month on Oct. 10, which will be a month-long celebration
of LGBTQ rights, progress and goals looking toward the future.
The event’s annual kickoff of the festivities was a march around the

BPAC showcases Matuto, NYCbased group of urbanized virtuosos

25th Street Plaza with any and all supporters who wanted to join. Walking
into the Newman Vertical Campus’ second floor lobby, onlookers could
see many flags of the LGBTQ community hanging from the third floor balcony, as well as a giant poster full of information about events that will be
going on throughout the month of October.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

VSA clinches win at F.U.S.I.O.N.'s
6th annual 'Fear Factor' event

BY JULIAN TINEO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Country music is a divisive genre. Many fans tell those who do not
respect the genre that they have not heard the best that country has
to offer, and that they can still be taught to appreciate the ways of Zac
Brown and Tim McGraw. Hard-line fans say that pop country has ruined the genre and that one must pay no attention to the artists who
seem to sing only about trucks, girls and ice-cold beers. Whatever
someone’s opinion may be concerning the authenticity of country music and its subgenres, one thing is certain — the “Brazilian Bluegrass” of
Matuto is a sound worth exploring.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Puerto Rico seeks
monetary aid to
avoid government
shutdown

Ekekeugbor
named preseason AllAmerican

BY YESENIA BARRIOS

BY ANDREW MARZULLO

STAFF WRITER

SPORTS EDITOR

Hurricane Maria hit Puerto
Rico on Sept. 7, just days after
Hurricane Irma hit the island,
causing millions of dollars in
damage and leaving the island
without power for days.
Maria is considered the
strongest hurricane to hit Puerto
Rico in 80 years. Although Hurricane Irma was a much stronger storm, Maria landed a direct
hit on the island and caused
much greater damage.
Puerto Rico is facing a major
humanitarian crisis; it is running out of time and out of resources. Because it is a U.S. territory, it is harder for it to get help
from the U.S. government. After
declaring bankruptcy, Puerto
Rico is seeking monetary aid to
avoid government shutdown.

Baruch College’s men’s
basketball star Chimaechi
Ekekeugbor has been named
NCAA Division III All-American
by Street & Smith’s Yearbooks’
Preseason College Basketball
National Publication.
After receiving this honor,
the senior star hopes to live up
to the lofty expectations placed
upon him this preseason.
Ekekeugbor can cement himself as one of the greatest Baruch basketball players of all
time if his senior season is anything like his incredible junior
season.
Ekekeugbor, also known as
“Chima,” has had an incredible
career as the Bearcats’ premier
starting forward.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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The theme of this year's "Fear Factor" was "The Jungle Baruch," featuring foods
from around the world, such as silkworms, grasshoppers and bull penises.
BY KATARZYNA BORKOWSKA
COPY EDITOR
Baruch College's Filipinos Uniting Students in Other Nations hosted
its sixth annual “Fear Factor” event on Oct. 12, with the Vietnamese Student Association taking the evening's top prize.
This year’s theme was “The Jungle Baruch,” based on The Jungle Book,
and had foods from different areas of the world. Students competed in
teams and were challenged to eat the given foods as fast as possible before commencing to the next round.
F.U.S.I.O.N.’s president, Christian Laguatan, shared how excited he
was for the event and revealed that the club had been planning this
event for over a month. F.U.S.I.O.N.’s executive board played a major role
in helping with the event, but the club also has an auxiliary board that
helped plan.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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CUNY students and professors rally at City Hall for free tuition
BY BIANCA MONTEIRO
NEWS ASSISTANT
Around 40 students, adjuncts
and professors gathered in front of
New York City Hall on Oct. 10 at 4
p.m. in an organized effort to advocate for a tuition-free CUNY.
Participants of the rally were
representatives and supporters
of the CUNY Adjunct Project, the
Coalition for the Revitalization of
Asian American Studies at Hunter,
CUNY Democratic Socialists of
America, Free CUNY, the Lehman
College Socialists of the International Socialist Organization and
more.
Advertised via Facebook, the
event “Rally to Make CUNY Free
Again!” showed that almost 1,000
people were interested and 100
people planned on attending, despite only about half the crowd
showing up.
Participants spent the rally sharing personal anecdotes, beliefs and
proposals about what they think
needs to be done within CUNY.
Participants insisted that this issue
needs to be handled by New Yorkers themselves and that others,
such as Gov. Andrew Cuomo, were
not acting in genuine concern but
from political opportunism.
The New York City Council’s
Committee on Higher Education’s
task force on CUNY affordability
was required to release a report on
whether free tuition in New York
City would be feasible by Oct. 15, as
mandated by the City Council.
The rally’s intention was to ultimately deliver a petition — which
had accumulated over 3,000 signatures — to City Hall making participants’ demands clear.
The organization Free CUNY
believes that the quality of education should remain high in quality whether or not an institution is
publicly or privately funded. It also

BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER

The rally advocated for a tuition-free CUNY, with groups like the CUNY Adjunct Project, CRAASH, CUNY DSA and Free CUNY all participating in the event at City Hall.
proposes that this right be extended to undocumented students, who
currently pay out-of-state tuition,
and that stipends be provided to
cover with students who fall below
the poverty line.
This movement is not only
limited to student concerns — it
gladly welcomes professors’ issues, especially those associated
with adjunct professors. Currently,
adjunct professors within CUNY
are paid around $3,000 per course.
Free CUNY suggests that this be
bumped up to $7,000 per course to
push adjunct faculty out of the poverty line.
The organization recommends
that all of these demands be funded by placing an income tax on
New Yorkers making $600,000 and
above. Organization representatives also noted the city and state’s
surpluses in the past year could
also be directed toward funding

CUNY and would be more than adequate.
Tiffany Berruti, a CUNY graduate who is affiliated with the Free
CUNY movement and CUNY DSA,
was one of the more prominent organizers of the rally. She explained
that her drive to rally with and
advocate for this movement was
spurred by the changing attitude
toward public education investment.
“I think what we’ve seen at
CUNY in the last 40 years is pretty
much this massive increase in tuition and this massive decrease in
investment and a lot of that is coincided, frankly, with the university
getting less and less white. People
care about it less,” Berruti said in an
interview.
Linda Liu, another rally organizer who is also a CUNY graduate and
the former president of CRAASH,
advocated strongly for making

CUNY education free again, citing
the underfunding and neglect of
adjuncts and ethnic studies departments — the Asian American minor at Hunter College in particular.
“With only adjunct faculty
teaching in a program who aren’t
paid enough to properly teach and
... mentor and give those resources
to students, that affects the kind of
education students are getting,” explained Liu in an interview. The minor is primarily taught by adjuncts,
a situation that is not exclusive to
this department or Hunter College.
Often the quality of the classes
being taught and the degrees that
students receive are affected by
departments that are regularly underfunded or lack merited attention. A free education, Liu argues,
opens up the way for students —
especially those who must work
or attend familial obligations — to
focus more on their studies than

simply being able to afford them in
the first place. It could also afford
adjuncts this same comfort. The
timing for this call, in conjunction
with the committee’s report, is also
apt as the contract between CUNY
and the Professional Staff Congress
CUNY is set to expire this November.
One of the main arguments Free
CUNY had for free tuition was also
the nature of CUNY’s establishment. Berruti elaborates, “I think
all colleges should be accessible to
everyone, like CUNY specifically is
a public university that was explicitly founded to be a free university,
so I think it absolutely should be
tuition free for all students.”
After taking turns speaking
and chanting in front of City Hall,
the group walked over to City Hall
Park where Berruti issued a few
more concerns before several more
speakers gave their last words.

Parade kicks off LGBTQ History Month
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Everyone at the event was
greeted by friendly faces who
handed out rainbow flags and
wristbands, as well as waved signs
with slogans targeting the event’s
objective to raise awareness for the
LGBTQ population.
By 1 p.m., the celebration
moved to the Plaza, where the
entire group marched while waving flags, handing out flyers and
chanting slogans such as, “Hey!
Hey! Ho! Ho! Transphobia has got
to go!” The march served the exact
purpose the students were hoping
to achieve: promoting visibility for
the LGBTQ community.
After the march, the group and
their guests moved into an intimate gathering within the NVC
to listen to keynote speaker and
LGBTQ advocate, Melissa Sklarz.
Sklarz, a transgender woman, has
worked tirelessly for decades in
order to ensure the rights of gay
and transgender individuals in all
stages of life. Sklarz currently sits
as the Director of Development
for the Transgender Legal Defense
and Education Fund.
During her speech, Sklarz focused greatly on the importance
of youth involvement in the community. She briefly spoke on her
history, specifically about her
transition in the ‘90s, and how she
has since been a leader and an
advocate for transgender and gay
rights. As Sklarz put it, “I have privilege, and I’m so thankful for that
... but the fight [for LGBTQ people
of color] is very hard, and we need
to work to expand these resources
to everyone.”
The important thing to do to
progress is have members of the
youth rise above the obstacles
and fight for a difference, Sklarz
asserted. Sklarz commented on
how when she was first getting in-

volved in the community, things
were very different and it did not
have a lot of the resources that are
available now, like social media,
to spread awareness. People like
Sklarz had to work very hard just
to be allowed in the same rooms
as the people making laws that directly affected the gay community.
Now is the time for action more
than ever, according to Sklarz, and
“... new people need to seize their
space.” While many people tend
to look for a role model to follow,
Sklarz explained, “I didn’t have a
role model; I became my own.”
Sklarz left the speech with an
emphasis on the concept of doing
more; everyone has to be doing
something to make a difference.
As youth, as college students, as
young adults, there is always going
to be work that needs to be done.
“People get gay and lesbian now,
but they don’t get trans,” Sklarz
said, commenting on progress in
the United States. Not only that,
she asserted, but embracing the
obstacle at hand is making laws
that will work for all of New York
and, eventually, beyond. Sklarz
noted how, even in New York City,
there is a lack of support in numbers, and as far as public policy
goes, “... these things need to work
in New York City, and also work in
Buffalo and Almira.”
Sklarz has worked for decades
now trying to change public policy and laws to better represent
the LGBTQ community and their
needs. Like the G.L.A.S.S. theme
for the month, raising awareness
through visibility, she has achieved
so much through making herself
known to the public and demanding the people’s attention. Her
speech to the group was a perfect
sendoff to the month’s activities,
which will be posted throughout
the month.
G.L.A.S.S. has many events

planned throughout the month.
On Oct. 17, there will be a safe
zone training during club hours,
and later in the day, there will be
an “LGBTQ+ and Allies Meet and
Greet.” Later in the week, on Oct.
19, there will be an Open Mic Night
in the Bookstore Café. Following
that, on Oct. 21 in Mason Hall,
there will be “The Gay and Lesbian
Big Apple Corps Concert.”
On Oct. 24 there will be a meet
and greet with Sara Davis Buechner, who will be performing works
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart,
Frédéric Chopin and Anton Arensky, as well as her own arrangement of George Gershwin’s "Rhapsody No. 2." On Oct. 26 there will
be two events, “Wear Your Colors
— Tie Dye” during club hours, and
the “Out and Active Panel” later in
the evening. On the next day, there
will be an “Explore NYC’s LGBTQ
Culture” event, featuring a tour
of the Leslie-Lohman Museum
of Gay and Lesbian Art. The final
night of events will be on Oct. 31,
ending the month with the “10th
Annual Fright Night,” a costume
dance party.
“It’s really important to have
[LGBTQ History Month] — just
like you have Latinx History Month
or Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, Black History Month.
These are all really important
things because it raises awareness, it puts a spotlight on these
communities … And just like they
deserve that spotlight, the LGBTQ
community deserves that spotlight
as well. A college recognizing that
group of people and giving them
the opportunity to dispel any stereotypes, to educate people on LGBTQ sensitivity, to allow them to
have a focus on community bonding is very, very important,” said
Gabe Roman, co-chair of LGBTQ
History Month, on the month’s importance in Baruch
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Hillel at Baruch constructs sukkah

BOD holds 2nd meeting

BY ESTELLE SAAD

USG CORRESPONDENT

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Hillel at Baruch constructed a
sukkah on the eighth floor of the
Newman Vertical Campus for the
Jewish holiday of Sukkot, which
was available for student use all
throughout the holiday.
The holiday of Sukkot is celebrated by Jewish people every
October, this year falling from Oct.
4 to Oct. 11. The holiday commemorates the 40-year period in which
the Israelites wandered in the desert and lived in temporary shelters
after leaving Egypt. These shelters
are symbolized through the huts
modern-day Jewish people build
for the holiday, called sukkahs. The
sukkah is meant to represent the
protection God gave the Israelites
in the desert on their journey from
Egypt to Israel.
Throughout the holiday, Jewish people eat their meals in the
sukkahs and say special blessings
over their food that are specific to
the holiday before and after eating.
A sukkah has to be made under
specific instructions; it must have
at least three walls and there are
minimum and maximum height
requirements as well. On the roof
of the hut are bamboo shoots
that must have enough holes in it
to allow people inside to see the
sky. The four walls of the sukkah

The holiday [Sukkot]
commemorates the 40-year
period in which the Israelites
wandered in the desert and
lived in temporary shelters
after leaving Egypt.

ANDREW JOHN WINDSOR II
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Hillel hosted a party in the sukkah on Oct. 10, serving sushi and Israeli food.
on campus are made of blue and
white cloth, and the structure is
roughly 10 feet by 8 feet.
One Sukkot tradition involves
waving palm fronds, myrtle twigs
and willow twigs, which are referred to as a lulav, a hadassim and
an aravot, respectively. This tradition also involves a citron fruit
known as an etrog. Throughout the
holiday, people shake the items in
a series of directions to symbolize
the divine rule over nature and
God’s presence in everything.
Ilya Bratman, executive director of Hillel at Baruch, organized
the building of the sukkah. He explained that the sukkah “combines
and connects the diverse population on campus by having them
come together and celebrate the
holiday.”
He also said that he and other
Hillel members enjoy teaching
people about the holiday, as well
as other aspects of Judaism, to help
them to appreciate it.

Hillel had a party in the sukkah on Oct. 10, in which students
ate sushi and Israeli food such as
falafel, shawarma sandwiches and
Israeli salad. The event was attended by both Jewish and non-Jewish
people.
The space was overflowing with
people throughout the party, with
students eating and chatting.
One student at the event, Sam
Feygin, said that to him it is “inspiring to see and meet other Jews
on campus and the sukkah on
campus makes lunchtime so much
easier for me on the holiday.”
Use of the sukkah was open to
all at any time throughout the eight
days of the holiday. Hillel also had
a pizza party on Oct. 11.
The organization is thankful to
Baruch for allowing them to put up
the sukkah and make these events
possible, Bratman explained.
Baruch’s Hillel hosts events
each week, as well as special events
in honor of the holidays.

The Bernard M. Baruch College
Association, otherwise known as
the board of directors, met for the
second time this semester on Oct.
12. Often unheard of by the average student, the board holds opendoor meetings during club hours
on the second Thursday of every
month. Board members are tasked
with reviewing and approving various allocations for undergraduate
programs in Baruch College that
are funded by the voluntary $125
Student Activity Fee for full-time
students and $85 fee for part-time
students.
The 13-member board holds
five undergraduate student members, with four having run specifically for a board seat. The fifth
seat is reserved for the president
of USG. The four elected members
are Laura Martinez, Anthony Odie,
Ryan Powers and Andrea Soto.
The other eight members include the president of the Graduate Student Assembly, three college administrators, two faculty
members and two independent
board members.
The board is currently chaired
by Art King, vice president of student affairs, though he is better
known as the dean of students. In
an email to The Ticker, King urged
students to speak up, saying, “I
am open and available, as are my
team members in the Office of Student Life to hear, listen to student

ideas for forming a club or suggesting any ideas they believe will
improve the college experience for
them and their peers.” King bases
the board’s success on seeing students “become the impressionable leaders we endeavor for them
to develop into,” adding that that is
when he believes they are effective
in supporting students.
Of the four elected members,
only Martinez declined to comment. When asked what the
board’s purpose is and what his
duties are, Powers replied with a
photo of the board’s by-laws, but
added that his goal for BOD this
year is “to be transparent, fiscally
responsible, and be a bridge for
students who want to know more
about where their money goes.”
As for his own work to benefit Baruch’s student population, Powers
said that he hopes his experience
in USG on the executive board
level can be used as an advantage.
Odie, on the other hand, wishes to “increase allocations that will
improve the college’s reputation
and student experience,” declaring
that he will stand as a sole vote in
opposition to the board if that sole
vote is acting in the student population’s best interests. Odie hopes
to attend student events on campus to listen to students’ wants
and needs in order to allocate better as a representative of students
and their views.
Soto stressed the importance of
the Student Activity Fee, saying she
wants to, “effectively aid in making
the most out of the money coming
out of this fee to provide students
with one of the best college experiences they can have, especially at
a commuter school,” adding that
the allocations should “benefit the
overall Baruch student body.”
The next board of directors
meeting will be on Nov. 9 during
club hours.

Honors Student Council
leads suicide walk team

VSA conquers FU.S.I.O.N.'s 'Fear Factor'

BY SAHAR ILYAS

Some of the cosponsors had
participants in the event as well.
According to Laguatan, this will be
the anniversary of the club’s modern dance team, named Confusion. He had high expectations to
have new members join this year.
On the day of the event, Baruch
students crowded into the Multipurpose Room with excitement.
Clubs were present to support
their participating members, as
well as students who were simply
coming to enjoy the event itself.
There was a total of 10 teams
competing, with four people on
each team. Nine of the teams were
from Baruch, but one of the teams
was from the Filipino Intercollegiate Networking Dialogue, the
networking dialogue of which
F.U.S.I.O.N. is a member.
The first round of the competition started off with balut, a bird
embryo, which is a Filipino street
food. The round was split up into
sub-rounds, with three or four
teams competing per sub-round.
Teams were eliminated after each
interval, sometimes several per
round.
The second round had beondegi, a Korean street food comprised
of silkworm pupae. Competitors
maintained their winning attitudes and went into the round at
full force. Forks were being tossed
aside as the silkworms became finger food. The competitors even began picking up their plates to allow
the silkworms to fall straight into
their mouths.
Fans were going wild watching
their teams make the top five. With
the end of the second round came
the first intermission. The stage
was cleared out as Confusion,
came on. The audience’s cheers
could be heard past the Multipurpose Room as the dancers began

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
On average, 121 suicides a day
occur in the United States. According to the American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention, this statistic makes suicide the 10th leading cause of death in the United
States. AFSP’s mission is to reduce
nationwide suicide rates by 20 percent by the year 2025.
To help combat this statistic,
Baruch College’s Honors Student
Council is organizing a Baruch
team to participate in the annual “Out of the Darkness” walk
hosted by the AFSP. The walk will
take place on Oct. 22 at Wagner
Park in Battery Park City and will
be from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The
group is expecting a turnout of almost 1,000 people at the walk. Nationwide there are 415 walks with
about 250,000 walkers in total.
Baruch’s team is spearheaded
by Gabriela Dotel, vice president
of volunteering in HSC. The walk
is open to all and it is not necessary to be a part of the council. The
goal of the walk is to raise money
to go toward funding research and
educational programs for mental health awareness and suicide
prevention. The walk also aims
to provide support to family and
friends of those who have committed suicide and those who have attempted suicide.

HSC has fundraised for
and participated in the
“Out of the Darkness” walk
for four years. The first year
it participated in the walk
was in honor of a Baruch
student who committed
suicide.
HSC has fundraised for and
participated in the “Out of the
Darkness” walk for four years.
The first year it participated in
the walk was in honor of a Baruch
student who committed suicide.
In commemoration of him and to
help anyone else going through
the same experiences, his family,
friends and professors came together to make a team. Their goal
aligned with the thousands of other participants who wished to help
someone else out of the darkness
in which they find themselves.
To join the cause and help
the Baruch team reach its $1,000
goal, visit afsp.donordrive.com/
team/154270. One can either register to walk or donate money to
help with the fundraiser.

Corrections

The article titled "CUNY supports students protected by DACA" in
Issue 4 of The Ticker erroneously named a Social Security number as
a “citizenship benefit.”
The Ticker apologizes for this error.
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The competitors faced oﬀ against one another in a series of ﬁve rounds.
their routine. The dance consisted
of group performances, as well as
a few solos, keeping the crowd animated and fully attentive.
As the intermission came to an
end, the third round began and
tensions were beginning to grow.
The food offered to the competitors was a red ant salad, originating from Thailand. Some teams ate
the ants with ease, not even flinching at the taste.
However, competitors were
having some trouble swallowing
the ants and went through large
amounts of water. At the end of the
round, one more team was eliminated, leaving four teams to compete for one of the two spots in the
last round.
The fourth round was crucial,
as two teams would be eliminated. In an intense round of eating
grasshoppers, a Mexican cuisine,
two teams came out on top — Alpha Phi Omega and the VSA.
The second intermission came
right after the fourth round and allowed guests to receive their own
food. While the audience enjoyed
its meal, the Archbishop Molloy
Step Team took over the stage in
different onesies. Their dance rou-

tine began and the music abruptly
cut off, making the audience think
the dance would be a flop. This was
intentional, however, as the step
team created its own beats and
the real show began. The audience
roared with excitement up until
the very end of the performance.
Laguatan then took the stage
and gave a speech thanking everyone. He went on to reveal
F.U.S.I.O.N.’s fall apparel collection, called “The Dreamer Collection.”
He went on to speak about
the recent Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals repeal and
how F.U.S.I.O.N. is taking action.
All proceeds from the collection
would be donated to United We
Dream organization. Laguatan
finished the speech strong with
the words: “We are dreamers, not
criminals.”
The final round was set to begin
and the last dish was revealed as a
Japanese dish: bull penis. It was an
intense final competition as both
teams struggled to swallow the penis, but it was VSA that came out of
the competition victorious.

CUNY STUDENT
PERKS

Students across the CUNY system brandish a student ID, but few
are aware of its privileges. While many Baruch College students
know of a few perks it provides, still more fail to learn of and reap the
full benefits of being a CUNY student. Below are many of the services and perks students at Baruch can utilize!
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Legal services within Baruch can be accessed within the Oﬃce of Student Life.

CUNY offers many opportunities to
its students to attend the cultural
institutions of the city in which they go
to school. Free admission to the above
places is offered with a CUNY ID.

The Museum of Modern Art is one of many museums that oﬀers admission free of charge
for CUNY students.

Baruch oﬀers comprehensive health services for its students, including a free counseling center.

Baruch students also have access to free
Microsoft Office programs — including
Calendar, Excel, OneDrive, OneNote,
PowerPoint and Word — by accessing
their Office 365 subscriptions through
their Baruchmail student email. Here are
some other subscriptions they can activate
for free or at a discount:
• One-year subscription to The New York Times
• Free subscription to The Washington Post
• New York Sports Club $40 monthly rate
membership
• Poetry Society of America $25

Students are eligible to
receive free McAfee antivirus software through
CUNY eMall, as well as free
Maplesoft software.
Dell, through its Dell
University Program, offers
discounts on electronics
along with promotions.
Staples offers Customer
Appreciation Day
promotions, which are
open to CUNY students and
faculty to participate in, and
are available quarterly.

Peers Advocating Wellness Services oﬀers contraceptions and feminine hygiene products in their oﬃce.
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Cross-campus communication
at CUNY needs improvement
CUNY contains 24 campuses across five boroughs. As an affordable
public university system and the largest urban system in the nation,
CUNY aims to provide a stellar education to over 270,000 students.
However, a significant component of this education needs to focus on
creating a sense of community.
CUNY allows students to take classes at different campuses in the
system through its ePermit and CUNY BA programs. This means that
students can attend classes at more than one campus each semester.
The problem that most students face through these programs is that
they do not feel welcome at all of the schools they may choose to attend.
Both incoming freshmen and transfer students attend an orientation seminar when they start their education at a CUNY campus. The
students who attend CUNY schools through ePermit or CUNY BA,
however, are not offered the same opportunity to be acclimated to their
other schools. Instead, they are expected to find their way around the
campuses and to the classes on their own.
Additionally, there is a lack of communication and information
among campuses. For example, CUNY students are welcome to attend
a lot of events at other CUNY campuses, but students are typically unaware of what happens at other schools unless they have friends there.
While there is an events calendar located on the main CUNY website
that lists some workshops and seminars across several schools, these
events are mainly academic or professional.
Furthermore, there is little advertising done to attract students to
these events. The various weekly emails sent out by Baruch College do
not usually list all of the events happening on all of the campuses every week, so students miss out on fun opportunities such as dances, art
classes, student competitions and concerts.
Baruch's Undergraduate Student Government should partner with
the USG and student newspapers of other CUNY campuses to make a
centralized calendar of events that students can easily reach from their
colleges’ respective websites. Social events like “Tipico Night Siete”
held at The City College of New York on Oct. 6 or the upcoming Hunter
College “Halloween Party” on Oct. 20 could be included in addition to
seminars, workshops and networking events.
CUNY students are not just commuters who go to their schools for
classes, but people who want to feel like they are part of a larger community. Improving communication among CUNY campuses is the first
step toward making this possible.

Corporate biases jeopardize debates
The race for the New York City mayor’s office advanced last Tuesday
night with the first general election debate. The incumbent, Mayor Bill
de Blasio, had to defend his position from Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis, a Republican, and Bo Dietl, an independent candidate.
According to The New York Times, a recent Quinnipiac University
poll concluded that 61 percent of potential voters said they would vote
for de Blasio.
The debate, which lasted for 90 minutes, was broadcasted on NY1
and WNYC. The bipartisan Open Debate Coalition collected questions
for Tuesday’s debate from the public, of which a specific amount was
used. However, Spectrum NY1, one of the debate’s media sponsors,
ultimately decided from the public’s suggestions what questions were
going to be posed to the candidates, according to The New York Times.
In this manner, Spectrum NY1 may have influenced public opinion.
The news network is owned by Charter Communications, the parent
company of Time Warner Cable and the second-largest cable operator
in the United States. In selecting certain questions, they may have affected discussion from candidates and citizens. The government needs
to be transparent and receptive to its citizens at all levels, but allowing
a massive corporation to decide what questions constituents can ask
their representatives hinders communication and generates bias.
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Corporate titans threaten to destroy
important centers of biodiversity
The rise of global industry is directly causing the collapse of a disturbing portion of earth's biosphere.

D

eforestation is harmful
and it is baffling that many
people do not accept this
fact. The Guardian reports that the
earth’s rainforests might be gone in
100 years. Nevertheless, there remains strong stubbornness to avoid
anything that will create change.
One must look at how the deforestation of all forests, not just rainforests, is something proliferated
by the tire industry and agricultural
exploitation.
Like any environmental issue,
there is controversy between progress and conservancy. However,
the cost-benefit analysis demonstrates that conservation is the
more correct direction.
In Africa, Asia and Latin America, rainforests are being mowed
down for a variety of reasons. Some
are destroyed to create goods needed for international trade, like palm
oil and rubber.
Other reasons include supporting communities by creating land
for cattle grazing, farming, expanding cities and logging. Neither of
these seem like unethical reasons
nor have a malicious intent behind
them. Rather, it is simply business
for people who have forgotten exactly what they are doing to our environment.
Deforestation is incredibly
problematic. When trees are cut
down, they release carbon into the

atmosphere where it gets trapped
with other greenhouse gases, adding to the global warming crisis.
Habitat destruction is also a huge
problem. Rainforests in Brazil contain 5 percent of the world’s biodiversity, including endangered species like the jaguar.
Other animals, like three-toed
sloths and pink river dolphins in
Bolivia, are also affected when
700,000 acres per year of land is deforested. Additionally, indigenous
people native to the deforested
areas are affected, as they are uprooted from their homes.
Yet some companies do not
seem to care. The Sierra Club published an article in March condemning fast-food chain Burger
King, which it linked to being responsible for millions of acres of
deforestation.
Mighty Earth identified the
chain’s two biggest suppliers of soy,
Cargill Inc. and Bunge Limited, as
being the culprits who destroyed
half of Cerrado, a 500-million-acre
savanna in Brazil. Yet, Burger King
has no plans to reduce its deforestation efforts despite having the option of joining the Soy Moratorium,
which brought tree-cutting rates
way down in the Amazon rainforest.
Some advocates are pushing
back. Tropical countries have been
working to reduce deforestation

through the United Nation’s Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation program, a reward-based program that
encourages countries to reduce deforestation by using less land and
managing their forests.
In return, they earn and sell carbon pollution credits. So far, the
REDD program has earned over
$17 million toward reduction in 44
countries. Brazil in particular has
slowed deforestation by 40 percent
as of 2012 and hopes to hit 80 percent by 2020.
Students can help by shedding
light on the issue. Because they are
each connected to multiple organizations within and outside their
colleges, students have the power
to galvanize a coalition in opposition to deforestation.
Millennials wield a great deal of
consumer power and can boycott
the companies that are not taking
responsibility for their harmful actions. Students can also support
the companies that do help, such as
Michelin, the only tire maker openly committed to zero deforestation.
Supporting the right companies
can provide them with the money
and clout they need to have industry rules tightened and enforced internationally.
Jessica Kraker
English & History '18
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O

utright fighting against gun
ownership will most likely
not succeed, but fighting
for restrictions is reasonable. The
citizens of the United States pride
themselves on patriotism and democracy, and many of them believe that owning a gun is a large
part of that.
In order to have a safe system
of guns being available to civilians,
changes need to be made. The existing background check needs to
become a requirement for everyone, as many states do not have
required checks for private buyers
and sellers.
Something as dangerous as a
gun should be handled by authorized sellers or the government. If
a private citizen wants to sell their
gun at a gun show, a state fair or
even to a neighbor, they should
have to go through an authorized
seller that will perform a background check.
Another major issue with the
ownership of guns is that there is

no limit on the amount of firearms
someone can own. As long as they
obtain the firearms legally, the person can own as many as they want.
The main argument is that firearms
provide protection in case a person’s life is endangered, allowing
one to save themselves and others.
That being the case, one gun is
enough for defense, and anything
more is excessive and unnecessary. Guns of any kind are not toys
to play with and show off ; they
are deadly weapons that, if in the
wrong hands, cause a lot of harm.
Stephen Paddock, the perpetrator of the largest mass shooting in
U.S. history, had 47 firearms. Buying this many firearms should immediately raise red flags, but because the only limit on the number
of guns one can buy is that they can
only be purchased one at a time,
there is no need to report the sale.
No suspicions were raised.
People tend to ignore bad things
until they actually happen. Mass
shootings are a massive wakeup

call to everyone. The entire country is affected by these scenarios
in some way or another and it becomes the perfect time to bring
awareness to the issue.
Unfortunately, the Las Vegas
shooting was not the first in the
United States, and it definitely will
not be the last. In a society of social
media and the internet, opinions
are constantly being shared, and
the only way to send a message
across is to keep on spreading the
message. When tragedy strikes,
people go to sites such as Twitter or
Facebook to share their views and
in doing so, they sway other people
in society.
The internet allows for so much
information to be passed around,
and to prevent future tragedies like
this from happening again, society
must keep pushing the message
forward and avoid giving up on
protecting the everyday citizen.
Katarzyna Borkowska
International Business '20
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Puerto Rico seeks aid from US to avoid government shutdown
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The many problems afflicting
Puerto Rico are worsening every
day, with the principal issue being the shortage of electricity. Vox
reported that by the time Maria hit
the island, approximately 60,000
people were already without power. Maria left most of Puerto Rico
without electricity, which means
that a large number of people have
been living without electricity for
over a month.
According to Vox, nearly 80 percent of the island’s power transmission lines were knocked out, and
by Oct. 3, it was reported that most
Puerto Ricans were still living without power. While generators were
distributed to offer aid, there are
issues with finding fuel for the generators to actually function.
Puerto Rico’s infrastructure was
already fragile and falling apart
prior to the storm and the storm
has only made matters worse. The
Federal Emergency Management
Agency reports that 59 out of 69
hospitals have had their power restored, with the rest still depending
on generators for electricity. In fact,
at least two people have died because they had no access to diesel.
Since many roads have been
damaged by the hurricane, it is difficult to get around. Communication has also been made more difficult. Most cellphone towers were
wiped out, weather radars are not
functioning, airports are full of island residents waiting for a vacancy on a plane and fuel is difficult
to obtain.
According to The New York

Times, Maria completely decimated Puerto Rico’s agricultural industry, which resulted in a $780 million
loss for the island.
Months prior to the disastrous
storm, Puerto Rico declared bankruptcy, with a debt of over $70 billion, the largest ever U.S. municipal
bankruptcy in history, according to
The Wall Street Journal.
In May, a plan was put into
place to ensure that the island paid
off a fraction of its debt in a period
of 10 years. However, it is now extremely unlikely, if not impossible,
for the plan to be carried out. On
the contrary, Puerto Rico is asking
the United States for emergency
financial aid to recover from damages incurred by Maria.
Puerto Rico has estimated that
it will cost around $60 billion for
Puerto Ricans to get back on their
feet. However, Moody’s Analytics
estimated that it could cost them
over $90 billion.
The island will have zero revenue for the next couple of months
and restoring electricity could take
anywhere from four to six months,
according to Vox. The financial
state Puerto Rico is in could lead to
a complete government shutdown
if aid from overseas is not provided
immediately.
President Donald Trump recently visited the island for a period
of four and a half hours, a muchanticipated visit that received criticism because of the delay in making the trip. Prior to his visit, he released a tweet in which he accused
San Juan’s mayor, Carmen Yulín
Cruz, of demonstrating poor leadership and criticized the unwilling-
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Hurricane Maria caused billions of dollars in damage to Puerto Rico and the island has been reaching out to the U.S. for help.
ness of Puerto Ricans to solve their
own problems. With tension arising
created between Cruz and Trump,
the visit was an opportunity for
them to come together and create
a plan for the people of Puerto Rico.
During Trump’s visit to the island, he was lambasted for some
comments he made and the lack of
empathy he demonstrated through
his behavior.
As CNN reported, Trump said,
“I hate to tell you Puerto Rico, but
you’ve thrown our budget a little
out of whack.”
He also made several comparisons to Hurricane Katrina, claim-

ing that Maria was not a real storm
compared to Katrina. Trump repeatedly asked about Puerto Rico’s
death count and contrasted it with
that of Katrina’s.
Trump was also criticized for
throwing paper towels at people in
a manner somewhat belittling to
Puerto Ricans, with many Puerto
Ricans feeling indignant due to his
behavior.
Despite his comments and behavior, Trump has stated that his
administration is preparing a $29
billion disaster aid package to cover damage caused by recent major
storms, including Maria. However,

both the public and experts are urging for more funds, as they claim
that the promised amount is not
enough. Congress will also need
to act quickly in order to prevent a
potential shutdown of Puerto Rico’s
government at the end of October.
Trump has also stated that
Puerto Rico’s debt will be wiped
out. Additionally, the Jones Act,
which required that all goods ferried between U.S. ports needs to be
carried on ships built, owned and
operated by U.S. citizens, will be allowed to expire, which should ease
the transfer of help and provisions
to the island.

Trump administration considers retiring Social Security numbers
BY KLAUDIA CZARNOCKA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
When Social Security was initially introduced as part of the
New Deal in the 1930s, it was not
meant to serve any purpose beyond tracking an individual’s earnings and determining the person’s
Social Security benefits. However,
the unique numbers Social Security provided to every citizen were
soon used as a means of verifying
one’s identity.
Recently, President Donald
Trump’s administration considered implementing a new system
to replace Social Security numbers
because they represent one of the
most valuable pieces of information for identity thieves to acquire.
The former CEO of Equifax, Richard Smith, agreed with the abolishment of Social Security numbers as
unique identifiers.
Equifax, one of the three major
consumer credit reporting agencies, recently experienced a massive data breach that spurred the
federal government to reconsider
how to ensure citizens’ personal
security.
Prior to this, in 2006, the U.S.
Department of Justice established
an Identity Theft Task Force, which
was meant to enable the federal
government to take proper precautionary and counteractive actions
to combat identity theft.
Social Security numbers are
used to identify consumers primarily in personal banking, credit history, checks and other important
transactions.
Companies that require Social
Security numbers for identification purposes are dependent on
a vulnerable, flawed system. Information thieves have found it
easier than ever to steal personal
information and impersonate

them. One tactic companies use to
prevent identity thieves from impersonation is to ask for the Social
Security number along with a piece
of identifying information, such as
a date of birth or security answer.
However, with the rise of social media, information like this is readily
available.
Even though the Equifax information breach is not the largest
in U.S. history, it may well be one
of the most detrimental, affecting
approximately 140 million U.S. citizens, as well as people in the United Kingdom and Canada.
The company held information on individuals that included
names, birthdates, addresses, driver’s license numbers, some credit
card information, some dispute
documents and Social Security
numbers, according to Smith.
Since then, Equifax has conducted investigations and taken
measures to improve the situation.
For individuals who may have been
affected by the information breach,
Equifax set up a website, www.
equifaxsecurity2017.com, where
they can check if their information
has been compromised. In addition to that, the company is also
offering identity theft insurance at
no cost to anyone who has been
victimized.
There is no effortless way to
solve this issue. Abolishing Social
Security numbers without carefully determining what will replace
them will lead to unnecessary costs
and inconvenience for government
agencies, companies and individuals. If a replacement is decided on,
it must be secure, robust and for
the long term.
Consumers should take a preventative approach and try to secure their information, so that it is
not fraudulently used by someone
else. For example, if someone else
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Equifax ex-CEO Smith agrees that Social Security numbers as unique identiﬁers are not secure and should be replaced.
has access to a person’s banking
information, they can cause a great
amount of harm to that person’s
identity. Those affected by identity
theft usually suffer for years trying
to resolve issues and get back to
living regular lives. However, most
people do not take their identity
security seriously enough. Treating identity security seriously is
not only an intelligent decision,
but can give consumers peace
of mind in the event of another
information breach.
There are a number of ways one
can protect their identity. The easiest method is to simply not give Social Security numbers and personal
information to anyone without

consideration. There are only a few
places that should be trusted with
personal information, such as government agencies, banks, insurance companies, credit reporting
agencies and companies that perform transactions that need to be
disclosed to the Internal Revenue
Service. The IRS stresses this advice
on its website.
If one thinks that their identity
has already been stolen, it can be
reported on www.identitytheft.
gov. Another step one can take
to protect one’s identity is to visit
the official Social Security website
and create a My Social Security account, as well as take advantage of
their free identity theft insurance.

An MSS account allows a person
to block any electronic access to
their personal information. This
way, only the true account holder
can see what changes, if any, are
made to their personal information. Registering for the free identity theft insurance is another means
of protecting oneself. Most people
are negligent in ensuring the security of their private information
because they believe that identify
theft will never affect them.
However, identity theft is prevalent and can afflict anyone when
they least expect it. It is best for
consumers to exercise caution and
attempt to secure their private information.
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Former Barnes and Noble employees open Queens bookstore
BY LUIS LUCERO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Traditional brick-and-mortar
retail stores are falling more to the
wayside as consumers opt to do
more of their shopping on the internet. Some of the first retailers to be
affected by the internet’s increased
prominence were bookstores, as a
result of services like Amazon and
the rise of e-books.
In New York City, the longtime
staple Barnes & Noble has been
scaling back its physical presence
within the city, eventually disappearing entirely from the Bronx
and Queens. On New Year’s Eve
2015, the company left Queens for
good when the area’s last store,
its popular Forest Hills location,
closed its doors.
Other than the independently
operated Astoria Bookshop, the
closure left Queens without a bookstore to call its own.
Shortly after the store closed,
three former employees of that
particular Barnes & Noble store,
Vina Castillo, Holly Nikodem and
Natalie Noboa, decided to team
up and start a movement to bring
brick and mortar book retail back
to that part of Queens, calling their
enterprise “The Queens Bookshop
Initiative.”
Word quickly began to spread
of the initiative, and after gaining
a fair amount of local media coverage in early 2016, the three friends
started a Kickstarter campaign in
April to raise money for the potential store.
The two-month campaign was
an unprecedented success, ultimately raising $72,000 from 831
Queens residents.
After having several small popup locations in various parts of
Queens, the location for the store
was finally settled on back in May.
The location is a 700-square foot
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The new bookstore’s name is a reference to the neighborhood and the Harry Potter series. It was funded by a Kickstarter campaign that raised almost $72,000.
space in Kew Gardens that is fairly
close to the Long Island Rail Road
station on Austin Street, making it
the neighborhood’s first bookstore
in over 30 years.
Ironically, it is also roughly a
mile and half away from where the
Barnes & Noble in Forest Hills was
located.
Throughout the summer, the
three were preparing the store
for its grand opening. They finally
settled on the store’s name: Kew &
Willow Books.
The name is a tribute to both
the neighborhood and the magical weeping willow tree featured
in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series. Two preview events were also
held in the partially complete store,
attracting more than 300 Queens
residents.

On Oct. 7, the highly anticipated
store opened to an anxious neighborhood. “We’re super stoked
(and kind of nervous? But excited
nervous) to finally be YOUR bookstore!” the three women wrote on
their Facebook page.
As a means of both getting used
to the full space and understanding
how daily business could potentially turn out, the store runs on a
weekend-only basis, gradually easing its way to daily operations in the
coming weeks.
The store is split into two sections. The front is dedicated to
adult fiction and nonfiction books.
Graphic novels and comics are
also given a substantial amount of
space in this section of the store
because Nikodem is a huge fan of
those genres. In contrast, the back

of the store is dedicated entirely to
both children’s books and young
adult novels. This area has enough
space to allow younger visitors an
enjoyable story time.
The atmosphere as a whole is
designed to give visitors an experience that both reminds them of
what was lost when Barnes & Noble left, and to provide them with
a more intimate and local feel to
book shopping.
In addition to stocking shelves
with every genre available, there is
also a big emphasis on local writers, with a permanent display that
rotates Queens-based authors on a
monthly basis.
The store even has plans to host
various events involving local authors. One such event happened
last month at the Celebration Hall

of the Maple Grove Cemetery in
Kew Gardens. The focus of the
event was mystery authors Alex Segura and Lyndsay Faye. It was moderated by Daniel Ford, an author
and podcaster at Writer’s Bone.
If the previews and first weekend
are references to go by, this Kickstarter-funded enterprise is off to
a very promising start. If one needs
any more indication how successful the initiative was in bringing a
bookstore back to Queens, popular
Manhattan retailer Book Culture
has also announced plans to open
a new store in Long Island City.
Kew & Willow Books is located
at 81-63 Lefferts Blvd in Kew Gardens. As of press time, the weekend hours are 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Saturdays and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Sundays.
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Arts & Style
'Law & Order' franchise condenses story of Menendez brothers
BY GABRIELLE DEMA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The infamous Menendez brothers made headlines in 1989 when
their wealthy parents, Jose and Kitty Menendez, were found dead in
their Beverly Hills mansion. The incident led detectives to suspect the
brothers, Lyle and Erik Menendez,
of the murder.
The motive for the killings was
said to be the inheritance of millions of dollars upon their parents’
death, but, with time, claims of psychological and physical abuse by
both parents surfaced.
The brothers did not make it
easy to lessen law enforcement’s
suspicions of them. They spent a
whopping $1 million in a span of
six months. They purchased Rolex
watches, new cars, lavish vacations
and a restaurant.
The brothers were ultimately arrested in 1990, after Erik confessed
to the murders in front of his psychologist, and both brothers were
sentenced to life in prison.
The story of the duo did not
end when they were officially sentenced. Their trial fostered much
media attention and resulted in
documentaries, as well as television and film adaptations.
Most recently, the "Law & Order" franchise created an eight-episode television series titled "Law &
Order True Crime: The Menendez
Murders," which was picked up by
NBC. In the first two episodes of
the series, viewers already see the
arrest of the brothers.
The first episode opens immediately with the murders of Jose and

WWW.YOUTUBE.COM

"Law & Order True Crime: The Menendez Brothers" follows the infamous duo from their parents’ murder to their arrest and trial.
Kitty, which seems quite sudden.
It can be argued that this is how
"Law & Order" structures all of its
episodes.
The crime is brought right to the
forefront and the rest of the episode is devoted to figuring out all
of the pieces. However, the stories
featured on "Law & Order" are usually one episode long, whereas the
story of the Menendez murders is
sprawled out into eight episodes.
The episodes themselves are
tremendously fast-paced and
choppy. The show attempts to fit
too much information into one
episode. In the second episode
alone, six months’ worth of information is condensed into a

42-minute episode, which may
confuse viewers who are unfamiliar
with the story.
The dramatization is like no
other in episode two. The brothers are seen in a jail at the end of
the episode and it just so happens
that their cells are directly next to
each other.
As the segment comes to a close,
the jail cells are dark, and light casts
down on the two brothers. This allows viewers to direct their attention to the brothers and adds on to
the suspense that leads to the end
of the episode.
Lyle hears someone being
brought into the nearby cell and,
once the guards leave, he whispers

his brother’s name. Erik answers
his brother in a tone that is very
much exaggerated.
Now, do we really know if the
brothers were situated next to each
other in jail upon their arrest in real
life? Of course, "Law & Order" utilizes a great deal of poetic license,
which the show hopes will lead
viewers to keep coming back for
more.
It is with great hope that the
miniseries will take on a different
direction in the coming episodes.
In just two episodes, viewers are
made aware of the murder and
arrest of the brothers, events that
took place within two years of
each other.

However, the Menendez trial
was a fairly long one with the brothers being acquitted and then found
guilty over a span of four years, so it
can be concluded that the remaining six episodes will be devoted to
this lengthy trial.
It is also easy to compare this
miniseries to another that aired
in 2016, which concerned O.J.
Simpson. The 2016 miniseries,
featured on FX, was titled "The
People v. O.J. Simpson: American
Crime Story."
It received many positive reviews and even won a Critics’
Choice Television Award. This may
be due to the fact that it was promoted a lot with advertisements
that could be seen on buses and
TV leading up to the show's actual
premiere.
More recognizable actors, such
as John Travolta, Sarah Paulson
and Cuba Gooding Jr., were also
part of the O.J. miniseries’ cast. In
comparison, "Law & Order True
Crime: The Menendez Murders"
did not receive as much public attention. There is only one recognizable star: Edie Falco, who is known
for her roles in "The Sopranos,"
"Oz" and "Nurse Jackie."
It is still too early in the game
to decide whether the Menendez
brothers’ story will leave viewers
with the same opinions they developed for O.J.’s story.
Overall, the miniseries is condensed and is trying to portray the
brothers’ story in a span of eight episodes. Whether too much time has
passed for the public to be captivated by the story is a critical question
network ratings must consider.

Rock supergroup Black Country
Communion returns with new album
BY LUIS LUCERO
COMPILED BY MAXIM IBADOV
Hamilton creator Lin-Manuel
Miranda released the single “Almost Like Praying,” to raise funds
for hurricane relief in Puerto Rico.
The song has the same tune as
“Maria” from West Side Story, but
different lyrics and includes vocals
from Latino artists such as Marc
Anthony, Gloria Estefan, Luis Fonsi and Jennifer Lopez.
_______________________
Cardi B continues to rule the
Billboard Hot 100. Her hit single
“Bodak Yellow” sits at the No. 1
spot for the third week in a row,
making it the longest reigning rap
song by a solo female artist.
J Balvin and Willy William’s “Mi
Gente” remix, featuring Beyoncé,
climbed to third place. Imagine
Dragons gained its fourth top 10
single with “Thunder” at No. 7.
Demi Lovato’s “Sorry Not Sorry” peaks at No. 8, making it Lovato’s highest charting single.
_______________________
Blade Runner 2049, the sequel
to the 1982 film, stars Ryan Gosling, Harrison Ford and Jared Leto.
It leads the box office with $32.8
million, which is still an analytical
disappointment, creating doubts
as to whether the film will recoup
its $150 million.
The Mountain Between Us, starring Kate Winslet and Idris Elba,
follows up with $10.1 million and
Stephen King’s It sits on the pedestal with $10 million.
_______________________
The stage adaptation of George
Orwell’s magnum opus 1984 closes
on Broadway following its short
run. The show, starring Olivia Wil-

de and Reed Birney, was the first
production of the 2017-18 season,
and was the first political Broadway show following the election
of President Donald Trump. The
show has played 38 previews and
125 regular performances.
_______________________
An Australian production of
Lin-Manuel Miranda’s musical In
the Heights has been canceled after accusations of whitewashing.
The Brisbane production was
shut down after a promotional
poster revealed that all of the actors were white. The 2008 musical
focuses on a community of Hispanic immigrants living in Washington Heights and remains one
of the most prominent representations of Latin-American culture.
_______________________
Lincoln Center has announced
that it is going to scrap a $500
million plan to renovate the David Geffen Hall in order to find a
cheaper way to improve the building. The David Geffen Hall, home
of the New York Philharmonic,
was formerly known as the Avery Fisher Hall and was renamed
after Geffen, a philanthropist
who donated $100 million to its
renovation.
_______________________
BET premiered its new latenight show “The Rundown with
Robin Thede.” The show, which
will touch on politics and pop culture, is hosted by comedian and
actress Robin Thede, making her
the first African-American woman
to host a late night show.
_______________________

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Rock supergroups, by default,
are not intended to be long-lasting
projects. Designed more as a side
gig in between the main bands of
the individual members, most supergroups usually break up after
their second or third album.
One such supergroup is Black
Country Communion. Originally
founded in 2009, this Anglo-American band aims to deliver the type
of heavy blues rock associated with
bands like Bad Company, Cream
and Led Zeppelin, and they have
quite the roster to back that mission up.
Lead vocalist and bass guitarist Glenn Hughes certainly has
the most diverse résumé of all the
members. From his wide vocal
range that covers genres from funk
to metal, to his stints in bands like
Black Sabbath, Deep Purple and
Trapeze, Hughes has the deepest
foundations in classic rock and is a
natural choice for a frontman.
Guitarist Joe Bonamassa is a
fairly recent musician compared to
Hughes. However, if his chops are
anything to go by, his love for blues
rock is more than enough to make
him the perfect choice for guitarist.
While Hughes and Bonamassa
are unquestionably the leaders of
the band, drummer Jason Bonham is actually something of a
lynchpin.
For a band that recreates the
classic rock sound, what better
choice than the man who is not
only the son of drumming legend
John Bonham, but is also the one
drummer that the surviving members of Led Zeppelin have consistently called on to play at their sporadic reunion concerts.
Keyboard player Derek Sherin-

ian seems like the odd man out at
first glance. In contrast, he is mainly associated with progressive rock,
a genre that is far more technical
compared to blues rock. But considering he is also a virtuoso electric organ player, it is understandable why the group would include
him to round out the band.
The band released three studio albums during its initial run,
each filled with raw and explosive
hard rock. Around 2013, mounting tensions between Hughes
and Bonamassa led to an abrupt
breakup. Both musicians eventually reconciled and went to work
on their long-awaited comeback
album with the other two members in tow.
After a year in the studio, the
new album, aptly named BCCIV,
has finally been unleashed to a
hard rock-starved audience.
Reunion albums will always
have difficult expectations to live
up to. Some meet them, while others fall short despite being good on
their own merits.
With BCCIV, the band has not
only made an album that stands
alongside its initial output, but
actually manages to surpass it in
quality at times.
Rather than just remake the
first album, the band wanted to
show how much it has progressed
since last recording together, and
as a result, the album really does
feel like a true follow-up, rather
than a simple cash grab.
This is evident from the first
track “Collide.” The track has all
the trappings of the band’s best
songs, but spices things up with
new touches like guitar distortion
during Bonamassa’s solo.
Hughes and Bonham’s bass
guitar and drum sounds have also
noticeably improved, with the lat-

ter sounding more like his father’s
raw and thunderous sound. While
the hard rocking blues are still very
much present in all the songs, the
band decided to get creative and
experiment with different types
of music.
“The Crow” and “Awake” see
the band indulge with elements
of funk music. “The Last Song For
My Resting Place,” the only song to
feature Bonamassa on lead vocals,
mixes in mandolins and fiddles to
illustrate the story of a violinist on
the Titanic.
Surprisingly, the band also
includes not one, but two new
ballads in the album. The first,
“Wanderlust,” is largely driven by
Sherinian, who puts aside the organ in favor of a grand piano, giving the album a nice change of
gears that manages to fit in with
the rest of the songs.
The lyrical themes of BCCIV
lean very much on the personal
and introspective side, more so
than any previous album. Many of
the songs revolve around subjects
like death, brotherhood and faith.
One song in particular, “The
Cove,” covers a topic that most
musicians have yet to address:
the mass slaughter of dolphins in
Asia. Considering that Hughes is
a member of the Dolphin Project,
this is a subject that holds very personal meaning to him.
The closing track, “When the
Morning Comes,” is a semi-autobiographical ballad that almost relays the experience of bringing the
band back together.
As far as reunions go, Black
Country Communion’s return
was not only a nice surprise, but
one that was well worth the wait.
Hopefully the band will stage a
full world tour in support of its
new album.

PAGE 12 I THE TICKER ARTS & STYLE

OCTOBER 16, 2017

Matuto takes BPAC from Brazilian beats to American south
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Composed of four talented
musicians from around the world,
Matuto presents an international
sound that is not only influenced by
the global experience of the group,
but also shaped by it. The members
of Matuto have traveled around the
world as cultural ambassadors for
the U.S. State Department and have
done an incredible job of incorporating their travels into their music.
They managed to combine their
distinct Latin sound with traditional African rhythms in their song
“Ivory Coast,” a track written during
their tour in Africa. The waltz they
played toward the end of their first
performance at BPAC, “Midnight
Sun,” was composed during their
time in the Arctic reaches of northern Canada.
Matuto opened with a clean, refined sound. The group set the tone
for the night with a Latin groove
and some surprise jazz fills and
basslines, though it was difficult to
observe any chemistry between the
members early in the performance.
The audience came to expect a
diverse program for the night when
the group played an unrecorded
original track titled “Lean On You
Now,” a love song that was in stark
contrast to its first chart of the night.
However, the tune was rather
unimpressive and revealed the
limitations of the singing abilities
of lead vocalist Clay Ross. His vocal skills are not as well-refined as
his guitar skills and felt secondary
to the instrumentals of each chart
throughout the performance.
The band seemed to find its
rhythm during the third chart of the
night. Ross reminded the audience
members that they were welcome
to get up and dance. They started
to engage and move in their seats
to a much livelier Latin rhythm that
featured improvised solos jazz fans

Composed of four talented
musicians from around the
world, Matuto presents an
international sound that is
not only inﬂuenced by
global experience of the
group, but also shaped by
it. The members of Matuto
have traveled around the
world as cultural
ambassadors for the U.S.
State Department and have
done an incredible job of
incorporating their travels
into their music.
very much appreciated.
The chemistry between the
members of the quartet went from
invisible to almost tangible, and it
was demonstrated especially well
by the alternating solos between
accordionist Rob Curto and Ross
on guitar during a later track.
Matuto went on to present a
very engaging performance. The
audience became a part of the performance by counting downbeats,
clapping and chanting with Ross on
cue, and assisting in the singing of
“Happy Birthday” to Curto, whose
wish was that the audience have a
good time during the show. Most
would agree that his wish came true.
A defining trait of Matuto’s music is its storytelling ability. Ross
introduced a solo accordion piece
from Curto by stating, “Rob is go-
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Matuto, a New York City-based group of urbanized virtuosos, brought the audience to their feet to form a conga line.
ing to tell you a story.” The narrative Curto told began as an elegant
melody that quickly livened up and
ended with a strong climax.
Before playing “Forró Pacifico,”
Ross invited the audience on an adventure. The journey that followed
began as a slow-paced accordion
feature before developing into a
cool, hip-hop-inspired track that
showed another side of Matuto.
“Forró Pacifico” also featured
the standout solo of the night, from
bassist and Rio de Janeiro native
Itaiguara Brandão. Not only did he
demonstrate stellar communication with the band, but he played a
very spacious solo, a nice contrast
to the fast-moving melody of the
track that brought a Latin groove
that was already breaking the mold
in the 21st century.

The solos of the other members
in the group throughout the performance always fit in very well with
the tone of each chart, though each
of them could have been more adventurous with their improvisation.
More ambitious solos would
have been especially appreciated
from drummer Aynsley Powell,
whose technical abilities are wellrefined but left something to be desired after he finished his features.
The defining chart of the night
was “The Way I Love You,” a track
Ross called a “Brazilian bluegrass
classic.” It featured traditional
bluegrass lyrics and melodies over
a lively Brazilian-inspired beat and
fast-moving accordion lines that
once again had audience members
moving in their seats.
Ross informed the audience

that every time they played a different song, some crowd members
should form a conga line. Sure
enough, as soon as the downbeat of
“Sun Song” hit, some people in the
audience got up and began making
their way around the recital hall in
a small but noble conga line.
The night ended with more
crowd participation on a South African-inspired track that reminded
the audience why the music of Matuto was made for the dance floor.
It was at this point that a few audience members finally rose up from
their seats and started dancing.
Matuto proved to be a unique,
experienced and exciting group
of musicians. If all country music
were as well built for dancing as
“Brazilian bluegrass” was, perhaps
more people would appreciate it.

Blade Runner 2049 seizes audience with plot momentum and visuals
BY CHARLES TABASSO
STAFF WRITER

It is the year 2049. Humans and
replicants share an uneasy alliance
in the murky twilight of Denis Villeneuve’s Los Angeles. Its streets
are paved with the residue of past
nuclear winters, dotted with smutty stores and riddled with crime.
Above, in the sky, this city’s view
impresses the relationship between
man and machine: its intricacies
are eukaryotic and its inhabitants
cancerous.
On its last legs, the morally barren world of Blade Runner 2049 has
forced what remains of humanity to
cling to the flickering idea of itself,
believing it to be humanity's only
means of salvation.
It is against this backdrop that
Officer K, a blade runner played by
Ryan Gosling, hunts earlier models
of his own kind, and leads a normal
android lifestyle with his artificial
intelligence companion Joi. He is
gullible but lovable, and knows
how to double-tap a pistol.
Not only does Gosling play this
socially adjusting android officer to
great effect, but Villeneuve’s decision to cement his character’s replicant identity gives the world K navigates a powerful expository feel.
Ultimately, what gives purpose
to an android’s life is hardly different to our own monotonous routine.
On one such foreseeable extraction job, K uncovers a truth with
earth-shattering implications. His
loyalties are soon tested on every
axis of his faith by his commander
— whose orders he categorically
obeys — his memories and himself.
The second titan of the replicant product line, Niander Wallace, is willing to sacrifice anything
to ignite the revolution this secret
would undoubtedly unleash.
In a world where the lines separating humans and replicants are
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Gosling, left, plays Oﬃcer K, a blade runner who is a socially adjusting android oﬃcer in Villeneuve’s sci-ﬁ movie.
tripwire thin, Villeneuve does not
shy away from asking his audience
to consider what one might find
at the core of one’s being, or hold
back in answering the questions he
poses. Take for instance the role of
prostitution in a future where digital girlfriends can be holographically beamed into studio apartments. This becomes a stunning
example of corporeal qualities of
love, one-upping Spike Jonze’s Her
in all the right ways, or the ethics
and historical parallels to hunting
one’s own race.
Doing this requires a mastery of the "show, don't tell" style

and Blade Runner 2049’s biggest
strengths exist in its ability to make
audiences play detective like K.
The cinematography in this movie
seizes the audience’s immediate attention, and dares it to look
away, but like a flytrap, it traps the
audience.
Living in a dystopic, landlocked
mega city has not looked this cool
since Katsuhiro Otomo’s cult classic Akira.
On top of this, 2049’s Los Angeles is also personified by its
remarkable integration with the
film’s soundtrack. This connection
is what gives the city its voice.

Hans Zimmer’s heavy tech-noir
style captures the mad power of
the industry as accurately as Villeneuve’s visuals, and the plot’s
heart-racing momentum runs to
his synthetic beat.
Just as impressively, however,
there are times when the world
so effectively expresses itself that
nothing needs to be explicitly said.
The architecture and layout
of the zealous replicant scientist
Wallace might be the most visually stunning on-screen locale, if
only because of how much more
it speaks to the machinations of
its owner.

The audio-visual experience
proves itself a vital dimension to
2049’s characters — especially
when considering the natural
monotone of an average replicant.
With replicant personalities adhering rigidly to a baseline, some
might worry the dialogue will lose
its punch in the midst of all these
unemotional robots, but that is
exactly why it works. With K being a replicant, the audience’s following of him about his daily life
speaks to the everyday struggle of
his kind to adjust and socialize.
His relationship to Joi helps him
improve his speaking skills and
understand complex human emotions. But it is not enough to always
pass for human, although it is easy
for the audience to forget that fact
sometimes.
With that said, when replicants
get angry, things get terrifying and
vicious. It is hard not to remember
that a replicant can crush someone’s skull like a hard-boiled egg
anytime they are standing, innocently enough, behind some unsuspecting person. Such moments
not only show brute force superiority, but the restraint these fledging
androids must display to coexist.
Just to clarify, there is very little
wrong with Blade Runner 2049.
Even its run time of two hours and
44 minutes works in favor of Villeneuve’s meticulous style.
Blade Runner 2049’s conclusion
is pure magic, which is what good
science fiction is in its best forms —
depictions of when the impossible
becomes the everyday. If that made
Villeneuve a magician, it would not
be too far-fetched. He has conjured
up the very soul of future Los Angeles, defined its essence and tuned
the audience into its pulse.
If there is one movie everyone
should see by the end of this year, it
is the movie nobody will stop talking about until the year 2049.
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Ishiguro receives Nobel Prize for imaginative literary worlds
BY MAXIM IBADOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

For many writers, winning
the Nobel Prize in literature, the
world’s most prestigious and coveted literary honor, is the moment
of ultimate recognition and realization that their work will now be cemented into history.
Winners are some of the most
acclaimed writers of the past two
centuries, such as Ernest Hemingway, Winston Churchill and Gabriel García Márquez, so it is understandable why every writer dreams
about receiving this honor.

This year, the dream came true
for Kazuo Ishiguro, a British writer
of Japanese descent, who is described as a writer “who, in novels
of great emotional force, has uncovered the abyss beneath our illusory sense of connection with the
world” by the Swedish Academy in
its honorary citation.
Ishiguro is a very successful and
critically acclaimed writer, making
this honor a symbolic victory for
the Academy, which has been criticized for awarding lesser-known
writers as opposed to those who
have received universal acclaim.
Ishiguro’s recognition for being a

fiction writer marks the Academy’s
return to its beloved genre, following two years of awarding writers in
non-traditional genres, such as the
Belarusian nonfiction writer Svetlana Alexievich in 2015, and U.S.
songwriter Bob Dylan last year.
Many still debate whether
Dylan’s poetry and songwriting
deserved a literary award. Ishiguro
however, did not win because of
his success and his medium; he
won because his works are great,
transcending and deserving of
recognition.
Born in Japan, Ishiguro immigrated to England with his parents
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Ishiguro is a Japanese-born British novelist known for writing novels such as The Remains of the Day and Never Let Me Go.

when he was 5 years old. Although
he grew up in England, his Japanese roots have always played a big
part in his upbringing, and later on
in his literary style.
His first two novels A Pale View
of Hills and An Artist of the Floating
World were set in Japan, yet he has
confessed that the settings were
imaginary.
In an interview with fellow Nobel Prize winner and Japanese writer Kenzaburo Oe, Ishiguro stated,
“I grew up with a very strong image in my head of this other country, a very important other country
to which I had a strong emotional
tie ... In England, I was all the time
building up this picture in my head,
an imaginary Japan.”
Throughout his lustrous career,
Ishiguro proved he is a master of
imagining different worlds.
To the general public, the Nobel
laureate is known for his third novel
The Remains of the Day, which was
adapted into a Hollywood film starring Anthony Hopkins and Emma
Thompson, and received eight
Academy Award nominations.
The Remains of the Day focuses
on a British butler who recollects
a story of his professional and personal relationships with the housekeeper in the years leading up to
World War II. Upon learning about
the writer’s background, readers
were stunned to find out that a
novel so emblematic of the British
lifestyle and literary traditions, was
written by an immigrant.
Just like his characters, Ishiguro
has been living in between worlds,
which climaxed in his 2005 novel
Never Let Me Go, a winner of the
Booker Prize. The novel deals with
concepts of time and space in a
dystopian world of three lovers
finding themselves in a complicated love triangle.
Ishiguro’s genius is in his ability
to absorb the circumstances of his

novels and deliver them in a way
that will keep reality and imagination on a brisk of morphing.
“If you mix Jane Austen and
Franz Kafka, then you have Kazuo
Ishiguro — but you have to add a
little bit of Marcel Proust into the
mix, and then you stir, but not too
much, and then you have his writings,” said Sara Danius, the permanent secretary of the Swedish
Academy.
Ishiguro is never the same, yet
he is always consistent. He has
written his novels in the forms and
styles of histories, diaries, detective stories, science and dystopian
fictions. He toys with genres, always trying to explore new realities
without falling into a pretentious
chase for Renaissance versatility.
He is always trying new things, yet
one thing is always constant of this
master’s works — it touches and
affects the reader, allowing him to
dissolve into the world of fiction
just enough to escape from reality and at the same, be conscious
of it.
But besides experimenting with
genres, Ishiguro has tried himself
in other mediums. He has written
short stories, plays and screenplays. He has even contributed lyrics to his frequent collaborator, the
Grammy-nominated jazz singer
Stacey Kent. Ishiguro has stated
numerous times that music was
and still remains one of his most
beloved passions, and he has a tremendous love and appreciation for
Dylan.
Ishiguro is now in talks about
writing a manga comics series,
which will serve as both a return to
his Japanese roots and a new canvas for experimenting and playing.
Ishiguro is set on continuing to
challenge and redefine the parameters of literature and with a Nobel
Prize to his name, he can achieve
anything he sets his pen to.

Visually enthralling Loving Vincent paints caring character study
REEL REVIEWS

BENJAMIN WALLIN

The term “movie” is short for
moving pictures, referring to the
concept of how films are experienced. Videos are nothing more
than a collection of pictures, projected at a speed fast enough to create the illusion of movement. While
this common but essential aspect
of film will go unnoticed, the movie
Loving Vincent puts every frame of
its narrative in the spotlight due to
its unique construction.
This is the first feature-length
film to be made entirely of paintings done by hand. Each frame in
the film is painted in the style of
Vincent van Gogh, whose life and
death are the focal points of the
narrative.
In the film, a young man is handed a letter by his father, a postman.
The letter was written by van Gogh,
who had since died. Postman Roulin charges his son, Armand, with
the responsibility of delivering this
missive to the painter’s brother, setting Armand off on a quest searching for the recipient. He also seeks
to understand van Gogh’s life and
the mysterious cause of his death.
The film and its marketing are
heavily focused on the paintings
that make up the visual storytelling, and for good reason. The opening credits are filled with beautiful
swirling strokes, punctuated by tinkling music, before moving into the
world of the paintings.

Building off Van Gogh’s oeuvre,
the film creates shots that move in
the patterns of the Dutch painter’s
signature style. Similar to how the
“The Starry Night” became a physical place with depth, it is the movement within the film that dazzles
each pan. The crane-style shot feels
alive as the brush strokes move in
and out of view.
Movement is also a way of telling time. The film jumps between
the present and the past, as the
search for the recipient of the letter
reveals a great deal of van Gogh’s
life story.
The man’s history is mostly told
in black and white, visually flickering like the light of an old projected
film. While the present time wiggles
and swirls, the past has more stable
visuals, as if the painter’s death has
fragmented the world.
Van Gogh’s influence pervades
even further. His appearance is
echoed in those of some characters, through a straw hat, through
red locks of hair or a familiar beard.
Everybody is concerned with being
an authority on the misunderstood
or demented painter, depending on
the perspective.
When Armand comes to the
town in which the legendary man
became a distinct figure, residents
give their own accounts of the
man’s life, each slightly skewed.
Viewers must attempt to piece together a character from the scraps
each narrator offers, from the complex character studies to the simple
description of “the Dutch guy that
shot himself.”
Even if the style is something of
a gimmick, its story fits well. For the
historically misunderstood man
who is claimed to have only sold a
single painting in his lifetime, the
story is one of those trying to get a
grasp of his mystery.
The title, Loving Vincent, is a
sign-off the painter would use in

letters, but is also the aim of the
film. By the end of it, the initially
reluctant Roulin has fallen in love
with van Gogh, troubled as the
painter may have been, and the
film hopes to achieve that goal in
its viewers as well.
Loving Vincent works through a
range of emotions in its journey to
tell the man’s life. In a simple statement, there is the tragic declaration
that “there was another Vincent.”
Van Gogh’s mother had a stillborn
child and the painter lived in the
shadow of its unborn potential.
In the man’s adult life, he is tormented and abused. His external
tormentors throw objects at him
and verbally abuse him. Internally,
he deals with depression and worries about being a burden.
There is also joy, infective and
delightful. The man works consis-

tently, going out into the fields and
observing life in wheat and rivers.
He spies an animal and does not
“seem to care that it ran off with his
lunch.” His delight for life and wish
to express it in his beautiful style is
amplified by that very style telling
his stories, showing a quest to discover himself.
The greatest parts of the film
are the simplest aspects. It is in the
elements that a serene beauty can
be found. Wind blowing through
a scene, flickering flames and rippling water are all absolutely stunning.
The film excels when it takes its
source material and puts it into the
medium of the movie, breathing
life into the paint.
The most important element
of this movie may be the degree of
care its creators had for its source

material. Every character in the
film is somebody van Gogh painted and the credits show that, with
photographs of the actors joined
next to the film versions and the
original painting in which the person appeared. Everything feels like
something meticulously studied
and purposefully executed.
Painting will most likely not become the new form of filmmaking,
as the seven years of painstaking
effort and 65,000 frames of painted
film are not easy to come by.
The work is clearly a labor of
love, and for that it must be commended. It shows a way into trying
to understand a person, beyond
expectations and with an appreciation for the imperfect. It must be
seen for its unique, beautiful style
and for its care.
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Van Gogh’s masterpieces are recreated and brought to life in the ﬁrst feature-length ﬁlm to be made of paintings done by hand.
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Met exhibit shows artists reckoning with effects of World War I
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
MANAGING EDITOR

One hundred years after the
United States entered World War
I, the Metropolitan Museum of Art
opened an exhibit, titled World
War I and The Visual Arts, that
commemorates the art created in
the years before, during and following the war.
The exhibit’s main focus is the
effect of the war on soldiers and
civilians. A majority of the exhibit
shows soldiers going off to war, the
mutilated bodies of those who died
and the people who survived, often without at least one body part.
Some pieces also show refugees
and their efforts to rebuild bombed
cities and establish a new normal.
“This exhibition explores the
myriad and often contradictory
ways in which artists responded
to the first modern war,” the MET
stated in its introduction to the
exhibit. “[It] show[s] how the war
influenced subjects, techniques,
materials, and formal decisions, as
well as artists’ basic approaches to
their practices and positions in a
moment of profound crisis.”
The exhibit is split between
three rooms, with a few propaganda posters hanging by the main
entrance.
From left to right, each room
follows a chronological order of
events, from the outbreak of the
war to the years after the armistice
deal was signed in November 1918.
Each room also features an explanation of the historical context behind the selected period in the war.
One of the first images one sees
when approaching the entrance to
the gallery from the main stairway
is a 1917 Russian propaganda poster titled “The Year 1914.” The poster
depicts three men: a soldier in full
armor, a young man on a horse
with a burning torch held high and

a young worker carrying a hammer.
In Russian, which is not translated
on the accompanying plaque, the
poster claims that the country’s
participation in the war is “The resurrection of Russia.”
On the other side of the entrance to the gallery, a U.S. Army
poster by Harry Ryle Hopps shows
an ape wearing a Prussian soldier’s
helmet with the word “militarism”
written on it. In his left arm, he is
carrying a limp, half-naked girl
dressed in a blue robe. In his right
hand, he has a bloody club with the
German word “kultur,” or “culture,”
written on it.
Such symbolism is prevalent
throughout the entire exhibit.
Small clues like words inserted
into different parts of the image are
meant to give propaganda posters
a much deeper meaning, but they
also help the viewer understand the
message that the author is trying
to convey.
While the pieces do not call for
a detailed knowledge of the historical context, the viewer should pay
attention to all elements of each
piece in order to grasp its meaning.
The first room on the left is dedicated to the outbreak of the war
and features many images of soldiers going off to war.
One such image, drawn by Natalia Goncharova, depicts these
soldiers with angels above them,
and bayonets held high. The angels
seem to be guiding the soldiers into
battle — one of the most powerful
religious metaphors used in wartime art — although one cannot
help but think that they are also
leading the soldiers to their deaths.
Another interesting piece in this
room is a 1914 map of Europe by
Walter Trier. The map depicts the
military alliances that formed the
two sides of the conflict. In the top
right corner, Russia is shown as a
man trying to swallow the rest of
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World War I and The Visual Arts, an exhibit at the Met, focuses mainly on the eﬀect of the war on soldiers and civilians.
Europe. To his bottom left, a soldier representing the Austro-Hungarian Empire stuffs his bayonet
into the Russian’s mouth. Prussia
is represented by two soldiers, each
facing either the east or the west.
The one facing the east is pushing the Russian’s nose away with
his feet. The one facing the west is
also facing a group of soldiers that
represent France.
In the center room, the pieces
mainly concentrate on U.S. involvement in the war. Directly by the entrance to the galleries, one can see
four prototypes of the helmet that
U.S. soldiers would wear in the war.
On the left, there is a glass case displaying a gas mask that the soldiers
carried with them.
Some of the most profound
pieces of the exhibit were located
in the right room, which dealt with
the war’s aftermath.

The room features numerous
works by Otto Dix and George
Grosz, who mostly drew Prussian
soldiers who fought in the war, and
the soldiers’ lives as veterans.
Dix’s famous “Card Players” is
featured in the exhibit. The piece
shows three veterans playing cards
around a round table. Each of them
is missing body parts, some of
which are replaced by exaggerated
prosthetics. When looking closely
at the piece, the viewer can notice
that one soldier’s wooden legs are
also the legs of the chair he sits on.
“The mutilated bodies represent the condition of veterans the
artist encountered, many of whom
were in dire physical and financial
condition and, despite their sacrifice, neglected by the government,"
the plaque accompanying “Card
Players” stated.
All in all, the exhibit is a

thoughtful analysis of how World
War I influenced the lives of soldiers and civilians.
The artists did not spare any
details when depicting the gruesome scenes of the war, including
piles of dead bodies and planes
flying over cities that were already
war-ravaged. Different pieces show
both the hope and dread felt by the
war’s refugees. In some cases, the
images are so vivid that one cannot
help but sit down for a moment to
take everything in.
More importantly, however, one
can experience the sacrifices that
the artists made to depict those
scenes, whether it was being part
of the war machine or flying on the
back of a bomber. Some, like Grosz,
were forced to emigrate and accept
a new homeland.
The exhibit will close on Jan. 7,
2018.
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Science & Technology
RSAS announces Nobel Prizes in chemistry, medicine, physics
BY ALI HUSSAIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The 2017 Nobel Prizes were
awarded to three groups comprising three researchers each in
chemistry, medicine and physics.
Historically, only one person received a Nobel Prize award for their
area of expertise until the awards
began to recognize collaborations
in research.
The Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences decides who receives the
Nobel Prizes each year. This year,
the Nobel Prize in chemistry was
awarded to a trio of scientists who
invented a way to view molecules at
a high resolution. The team included Swiss professor Jacques Dubochet, American professor Joachim
Frank and Scottish professor Dr.
Richard Henderson.
The road to their Nobel Prize
began in the late 1970s and early
1980s when Dubochet figured out
how to cool water so fast that crystals would not form. Frozen molecules allow for the resolution most
similar to that of the living state.
The frozen molecules also allowed scientists to see a snapshot
of a given biological process while
avoiding crystal-made aberrations
in their lines of sight. In the coming
years, Dubochet refined this system of microscopy, appropriately
called cryo-electron microscopy.
Frank took 2-D images of biological processes using Dubochet’s
technique and then turned them
into 3-D pictures.
He used this to observe what he
called “the coolest molecule,” the
ribosome. This molecule is an or-

ganelle that creates proteins. Ribosomes are unbelievably small. The
width of a ribosome is less than the
wavelength of visible light. Despite
its width, Frank and his colleagues
were able to use cryo-electron microscopy to observe it.
In the 1990s, Henderson proved
that cryo-electron microscopy
could be as detailed as X-ray crystallography, a technique used to
recognize the atomic and molecular structure of a crystal. Henderson used cryo-electron microscopy to make an atomic model of
a membrane protein found in microorganisms. Cryo-electron microscopes aid in creating antiviral
treatments and vaccines. They have
been used to study the structure of
viruses like Zika, which helps researchers in pursuit of a cure.
The Nobel Prize in physics was
awarded to the group of scientists
behind LIGO, the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory. The team included Dr. Barry
Barish and Dr. Kip Thorne from the
California Institute of Technology,
as well as Dr. Rainer Weiss from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
The group managed to confirm
what Albert Einstein suggested 100
years ago. Einstein’s theory of general relativity suggested that matter
and energy warp the space-time
continuum, resulting in the formation of gravitational waves, or
“ripples,” in the fabric of space and
time.
Though this seemed like a plausible and attractive theory, there
was no way to prove it within Einstein’s lifetime. Weiss and Dr. Ron-

ald Drever — one of his colleagues
at CalTech — independently came
up with the same idea: using lasers
to monitor the distance between a
pair of mirrors to detect the gravitational waves Einstein had predicted.
Weiss and Thorne stayed up
one night to flesh out the possibilities. Thorne went home after their
meeting and hired Drever to help
his idea come into fruition. Meanwhile, Weiss was doing the same
thing at MIT.
The National Science Foundation, which Weiss applied to for
funding, eventually combined
the efforts of the three scientists.
They came up with the idea of
placing two L-shaped antennas in
Washington and in Louisiana, and
bouncing laser light off their arms
in vacuum tunnels to monitor the
shape of space.
Drever left the project and Barish, an accomplished pioneer
in major science projects, took
his place and stepped up to direct LIGO. Ultimately, the project
thrived under his direction; LIGO
performed numerous black hole
collisions and detected a “chirp”
for a fifth of a second, indicating
that gravitational waves had indeed
been found. Their work proved that
Einstein was truly a man ahead of
his time.
The Nobel Prize in medicine
was given to a team of three U.S.
scientists for their research on the
biological clock. The team consisted of Dr. Jeffrey C. Hall and Dr.
Michael Rosbash, professors of
biology at Brandeis University, as
well as Dr. Michael W. Young, a

Tourists unknowingly post selfies with
illegally captured Amazonian animals
BY LIANA LEAHY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Instagram selfies are causing
widespread suffering to animals
in the Amazon rainforest, such as
sloths, toucans, green anacondas,
caiman crocodiles and the giant
anteater, according to a recent
study.
World Animal Protection, a
nonprofit charity, uncovered
damning evidence of cruelty inflicted on captured wild animals
by local tour operators, who often
use wild animals to provide photo
opportunities for tourists.
Focusing on the Amazonian cities of Manaus in Brazil and Puerto
Alegria in Peru, the report discovered that animals are often illegally
extracted from their natural habitats and abused in captivity. For
example, the investigation found
captured sloths dead in less than
six months, birds, such as toucans,
with critical wounds, anacondas
severely dehydrated and in one
particular case, a giant anteater
manhandled and beaten by its
captor.
Personal photos with wild animals have become desirable souvenirs among tourists. Between
2014 and 2017, there was a 292
percent increase in the number
of wildlife selfies posted on Instagram. Leveraging the popularity
of this selfie trend, irresponsible
tour operators in the Amazon have
rushed to capture wild animals,
even those that are nearing extinction and are protected by law.
Over 40 percent of wildlife
selfies are allegedly “bad” selfies
— those featuring someone inappropriately interacting with an illegally captured or exploited wild
animal.
In Manaus, the research ana-

lyzed the various excursion packages by 18 tourist agencies.
In 94 percent of cases, the agencies offered direct contact with
wild animals for photo opportunities. The Brazilian Institute of
the Environment and Renewable
Natural Resources, known as IBAMA, launched operation “Teia”
in November 2016 to combat these
illegal activities, after complaints
against tourism operators and evidence were gathered from social
media posts. Six companies were
fined a total of $425,000.
Many tourists are well-meaning
and do not intend to harm wild animals — they simply want to shed
some temporary limelight on their
adventures and eternalize a special memory.
Opinions on this issue seem to
vary at Baruch College’s campus.
John Wong, a senior who is an
international marketing major,
said, “I do not think posting pictures on Instagram means I am being disrespectful to anyone — especially to animals — in any way.
If anything, it can create awareness for important causes such as
extinction of certain species and
other issues.”
However, Jonathan Castro, a senior who is a finance major, had a
different take.
“Instagram, just like most social media websites, fosters the
need for vanity and self-promotion. People are ignorant about
the mistreatment of animals and
it seems that the number of likes
counts more than ethics nowadays. I would recommend people
to avoid these photo opportunities
when traveling unless the tourist
agency publicly displays proper licensing," Castro noted.
WAP encourages tourists to see
wild animals in their natural en-

professor of genetics at Rockefeller
University.
The researchers studied a gene
called period and the effects of its
mutation on fruit flies. All organisms in addition to flies, work on
24-hour rhythms as ordained by
this gene. Circadian rhythm refers
to the biological clock that runs on
a 24-hour cycle. It regulates feelings of sleepiness and wakefulness
over a 24-hour period. Circadian
rhythms trigger a person’s level of
wakefulness to increase and drop
throughout the day. This rhythm
not only controls sleep cycles but
also blood pressure, heart rate,
alertness, body temperature and
reaction time.
In 1984, the three scientists isolated this gene and figured out that
it got activated during sleep and
produced a protein. This protein
built up only during hours of sleep
and degraded over time as the day
progressed, in accordance with the
fly’s sleep-wake cycle. The protein,
dubbed PER, blocked the function
of the period gene, thus creating a
24-hour cycle.
The Nobel Prize committee
chose to honor these scientists because of the tremendous impact
their research had on circadian
rhythm and on the daily lives of
people.
Their research is especially
prevalent in the lives of millennial
students. For example, when looking at the Newman Library Building during midterms. Students stay
up for nights on end with minimal
sleep to cram as much as they can.
However, the Nobel Prize in
medicine recipients revealed that

MATTHEW SANCHEZ

Tourists visiting the Amazon rainforest
pose with wild animals that are
snatched from their natural habitats.
vironments. To avoid disturbing
wildlife, the charity urges visitors
to stay at a responsible distance
away from the animals and avoid
feeding or interacting with them.
Another option is to visit wildlife reservations and sanctuaries
to support establishments where
direct contact is expressly forbidden and animals are not kept in
captivity.
WAP asked Instagram to discourage its users from posting pictures with wild animals. The popular social media app responded
by releasing a written statement
to Mashable regarding the issue,
saying, "We prohibit the use of
Instagram to facilitate or organize
criminal activity that causes physical harm to animals."
If tourists are interested in animal welfare and the work done by
WAP, they can sign up on the charity’s website at www.worldanimalprotection.org to receive updates
on its activities and find out how to
help advance its mission.

Dubochet found a quick method of
cooling water that prevents crystals
from forming, which allowed him to see
molecules at much higher deﬁnition.
cramming is not a healthy way
to study. Not only does upsetting
one’s circadian rhythm result in
mediocre test scores, but it also results in long-term upsets in physiology.
Hormone levels, which are especially volatile during this age, are
very vulnerable to sleep deficiency.
Purposely disrupting hormones to
potentially raise a grade in a class
can affects a student’s well-being.
The fewer hours a night a student
sleeps, the more pressure to sleep
they create, until this pressure
reaches the point at which their
body will force them to sleep.

Google announces new
Pixel 2, home speakers
TECH NEWS

WWW.BBC.COM

WWW.COMMONS.WIKIPEDIA.ORG

In the world of technology, fall
is the season of new releases. Last
month, Apple introduced the new
iPhone 8 and iPhone X. However,
Apple is not the only company releasing phones this fall.
The new Google Pixel 2, which
has been available for pre-order
since Oct. 4, has noteworthy camera features. It can take portrait
mode photos via both its front and
rear single-lens cameras. Portrait
mode has become very popular after the release of the iPhone 7 Plus,
which has a 12-megapixel dual
camera. This creates an auto-blur
background on a person’s portrait.
The Google Pixel 2 also comes
with a dual-pixel sensor. Each
pixel documents the image and
regulates focus. DxOMark gave the
Google Pixel 2 camera a score of 98
for image quality, which beat the
94 score of both the iPhone 8 and
Samsung Galaxy Note 8.
There is a reason for this rating. Technology Desk Editor Leo
Kelion from BBC News explained,
“The single-lens portrait mode
photos were made possible by its
adoption of a dual-pixel sensor —
meaning each pixel can be used
to both record the image and determine focus rather than just one
or the other. Some of Samsung's
handsets already feature the tech-

nology, but Google has built on it
with proprietary software to make
it possible to create a depth map
for photos, which can be used to
add special effects.”
Google is not just making hardware. Another characteristic of the
Google Pixel 2 is the ability to call
for the Google Assistant artificial
intelligence helper by pressing on
the handset’s sides. This artificial
intelligence helper rivals Apple’s
Siri.
“The firm suggested this made
it easier to activate, adding that it
had trained the software to only
pay attention to deliberate squeezes. In addition, the OLED (organic
light-emitting diode) screens now
automatically show the name of
a song if it is heard playing in the
surrounding area," Kelion said.
Google also revealed new wireless earbuds called Pixel Buds,
which are capable of language
translation and playing songs by
voice instruction.
Prices for the Pixel 2 begin at
$650 while the bigger Pixel 2XL
starts at $850.
In addition to Pixel 2, Google
is the creator of the Daydream
VR headset, and this virtual reality headset is compatible with the
Pixel 2 phone. Google revealed a
smaller form of its Home smart
speaker. The Home Mini is expected to cost $49, and can respond to
both tap-based commands and
voice commands. A larger version,
the Home Max, was devised for
dynamic range. Expected to cost
$399, the Home Max has two subwoofers, or loudspeakers that copy
low-pitched audio frequencies, for
high-class bass. Home Max uses
artificial intelligence software to
detect where it has been placed in
a room and can change its sound
balance accordingly.
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Sports
Jets climb to 3-2, Giants stay winless
BY GEORGES HUBERT
STAFF WRITER
The New York Giants entered
Week 5 with their season hanging by a thread. Having lost four
games in a row, they finally found
an evenly matched opponent: a
0-4 Los Angeles Chargers team that
had been finding new ways to lose
close games every week.
They struggled to find a way
to lose this week as they left New
York City with a 27-22 victory and
a Giants team in tatters. The Giants’
main offensive focal point, Odell
Beckham Jr., left the game after a
gruesome ankle injury in which his
leg got rolled up under Chargers
defender Casey Hayward.
It was later revealed that this
would be Beckham’s last play of
this season. He was carted off the
field in tears, and players from both
teams took a knee and expressed
their concerns for the ailing wide
receiver. The Giants went on to lose
their second best receiving threat

in wide receiver Brandon Marshall,
as well as lose Sterling Shepard and
their last starting caliber receiver,
Dwayne Harris.
The Giants lost their entire receiving core in this game. The
number one option on this offense
would be Roger Lewis, who alone
cannot carry the load of all the receivers lost.
Even after all the injuries they
suffered, the Giants still found a
way to lead in the final moments
of this game. However, the Chargers’ Pro Bowl linebacker Melvin
Ingram showed off his athleticism
and blew past the Giants’ offensive line, causing a sack-fumble to
set up the Chargers game-winning
touchdown.
That was the nail in the coffin
for this game and what feels like
the Giants’ dreams this season. Big
Blue sees a dominant 3-1 Denver
Broncos squad that looks to be in
Super Bowl shape and ready to
feast on this depleted Giants crew.
The New York Jets saw the

Cleveland Browns this Sunday in
what was a close game. They pulled
through at the end and the Jets got
the win 17-14. The Jets are now on
a three-game win streak, and will
face the New England Patriots in
East Rutherford next week.
Regardless of the next game’s
outcome, they have already outperformed all expectations. Coming
into this season, the Jets offloaded
almost all of their veteran leadership, and the front office seemed to
be content with tanking the season
to acquire one of next year’s top
picks in the draft. However, head
coach Todd Bowles and the players had other plans, as they have
grinded out these close wins.
They are not the laughingstock
of the league as many fans expected them to be, and have defeated
the Browns, Miami Dolphins and
Jacksonville Jaguars in three consecutive weeks. The team looks
to upset the Patriots, with whom
they are tied for second in the
AFC East.

COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG

2017 NHL season kicks
off with exciting start
The Penguins look to win a third straight championship in 2017.
BY PETER LAMBROU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Since late June, fans have been
eagerly anticipating the start of
the 2017 NHL season. Regular
season play began on Oct. 4, so
here is a brief look at what is in
store for the 2017-18 season.
In the 2016-17 season, fans
saw the Pittsburgh Penguins defeat the Nashville Predators in six
games to win their second consecutive Stanley Cup, their third
in the last nine seasons. Sidney
Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and company gave a strong performance,
given the absence of several core
players during the regular season
and postseason. During the offseason, they lost an aging forward,
but also added some grit, bringing in Ryan Reaves. Going into
the season, they are the favorites
to win a third straight Stanley Cup
Championship.
There were a few notable
transactions during the offseason throughout the league. Most
notably, skilled winger Artemi
Panarin signed with the young
and gritty Columbus Blue Jackets. In exchange, the Chicago
Blackhawks brought back scoring winger Brandon Saad. Saad
won two titles in 2013 and 2015
with the Hawks alongside fellow
superstars Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews.
The success of the younger
teams will be the biggest stories
heading into the regular season.
The Edmonton Oilers look to
build off their success from last
season after being eliminated in
the Western Conference Semifinals by the Anaheim Ducks. Scoring champion Connor McDavid,
fresh off his 12-year $100 million
contract extension, hopes to lead
his team even further into the
postseason.
The Toronto Maple Leafs will
be trying to mesh their rebuild
with some more wins this season and brought in veteran Pat-

rick Marleau to do just that. Last
year was a huge step for Toronto,
as the team was able to take its
series against the Washington
Capitals to six games, before a
game six overtime elimination.
Young guns Auston Matthews,
Mitchell Marner and William Nylander all recorded over 50-point
seasons in their rookie years, and
hope to progress even more this
season.
The New York Rangers have
a lot to look forward to coming
into this season. The Blueshirts
were able to land one of the biggest free agents this offseason,
signing Connecticut native Kevin
Shattenkirk. The right-handed
defenseman will log some big
minutes alongside captain Ryan
McDonagh.
The New York Islanders hope
to bounce back after missing the
playoffs a season ago. Their main
concern looming this season will
be attempting to sign their franchise player, John Tavares. At
almost a point-per-game pace,
Tavares has enjoyed a very successful career so far in the NHL.
Over the offseason, the Islanders
traded for winger Jordan Eberle,
who they hope can bring some
more offense to a team that struggled to score last season.
The New Jersey Devils finished
in the bottom of the league standings last season. Those struggles
produced a first overall pick in
Swiss forward, Nico Hischier. Hischier is a very dynamic two-way
center who, the Devils believe,
will be a cornerstone for their
franchise in the years to come.
Players around the NHL are
itching to get back on the ice and
compete for a Stanley Cup title.
The upstart Vegas Golden Knights
will look to make some noise in
their inaugural season, while the
Capitals finally look to win a Stanley Cup in the Alexander Ovechkin era. The season cannot start
soon enough and it is looking to
be an extremely exciting one.
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Baruch's Ekekeugbor named Division
III Basketball preseason All-American
Ekekeugbor, who won the honor for the second straight year, will look to live up to high expectations.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The New Jersey native’s junior
season was one for the ages, as he
averaged 19 points per game, along
with 8.8 rebounds and 2.1 assists.
His performances against the City
College of New York, the College
of Staten Island, Hunter College
and SUNY Old Westbury, in which
he scored 29, 25, 27 and 28 points,
respectively, were some of his most
impressive outings in the season.
He was also named a preseason
All-American.
Ekekeugbor is no stranger to accolades, as he has been heralded as
a Division III star by many different
outlets. He was also named a First
Team All-Star by the Metropolitan
Basketball Writers Association and
the CUNY Athletic Conference, a
Second Team All-Star by the National Association of Basketball
Coaches and a Third Team All-Star
by D3Hoops.com.
He has been a pillar of consistency for the Bearcats, and is
admired by both his coaches and
teammates alike. He is one of the
main reasons Baruch’s basketball team was able to compete in

a very competitive CUNYAC and
finish with a 10-6 record last season. Ekekeugbor will now enter his
senior season as the veteran star
looking to lead his team to postseason glory.
A CUNYAC championship is not
the only achievement Ekekeugbor
is chasing this season. Currently,
he sits in sixth place on Baruch’s
all-time scoring list with 1,499 career points. Should he have a season similar to the last one, there is
reason to believe he will overtake
Chris Beauchamp for the top spot.
Ekekeugbor is a mere 74 points
away from Beauchamp’s record of
1,573 career points. Considering
Ekekeugbor scored 531 points last
season, one can assume he will
shatter Beauchamp’s record, barring any major setbacks. Behind
Ekekeugbor’s veteran leadership,
the Bearcats will look to return to
championship glory for the first
time since the 2014-15 season.
The Baruch men’s basketball
team will turn its attention to its
first matchup of the season: a huge
exhibition matchup against Providence College in Rhode Island.
This is a huge stage for the team

to show what it is made of, and it
is no stranger to doing just that.
The Bearcats have been opening
up their season against Division I
opponents since 2014, when they
played against Rutgers University.
The team faced Seton Hall University in 2015 in a game it would
just narrowly lose in South Orange,
New Jersey and St. John’s University in 2016.
The team will look to reverse
its fortune in this year’s exhibition
against a team coming off a second
straight NCAA Tournament appearance. There is no better stage
for the Ekekeugbor-led Bearcats to
set the tone for what should be an
incredible season.
The 2017 men’s basketball season has already started off well for
Baruch, as its star has been recognized with an incredibly prestigious honor, an honor he said he
will “use as motivation” to perform
well this season. The team hopes
that the added motivation will be
enough to bring it back to the top
of the CUNYAC "mountain," as
Ekekeugbor put it. Ekekeugbor may
go down in history as the greatest
Baruch basketball player ever.
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Packers stun Cowboys, Jags upset Steelers in Week 5 action
BY RAY MAURER
STAFF WRITER
A quarter of the NFL season is
already in the books. Week 5 certainly did not disappoint.
The New York Jets looked to
extend their two-game winning
streak in Cleveland this weekend.
The game fulfilled expectations as
a defensive matchup. The Jets won
17-14 and are ready to enter Week 6
with a record of 3-2.
The next game was a battle of two
3-1 teams to prove their legitimacy.
Cam Newton and the Carolina Panthers were off to a great start against
the Detroit Lions. The Lions almost
cut their 27-10 deficit down to 2724, but the Panthers defense got the
big stop it needed to move the team
to 4-1. Newton posted 355 passing yards along with three touchdowns. He connected with backup
tight end Ed Dickson five times for
175 yards.
The Indianapolis Colts were
without Andrew Luck once again
and the San Francisco 49ers were
looking to avoid starting 0-5. A
quiet first half led to a 6-6 tie, but
the offense picked up in the second half. T. Y. Hilton racked up 177
yards receiving, giving the Colts a
seven point lead. On the last play of
the game, the 49ers tied the game
with a huge touchdown to force
overtime. Overtime went back and
forth and neither team was able to
score until Adam Vinatieri kicked a
51-yard field goal to give the Colts a
26-23 win.
The Tennessee Titans found out
late in the week that they would be
without star quarterback Marcus
Mariota against the Miami Dolphins. Naturally the Titans' offense
struggled, but their defense kept
them in the game. DeMarco Murray rushed for a measly 58 yards
and the Titans fell to Miami 16-10.
The Cincinnati Bengals hit a big

COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG

Rodgers and Adams led their Packers to a 35-31 comeback victory over the Cowboys in this week's game.
77-yard touchdown to A.J. Green
on Sunday to grab an early lead
over the Buffalo Bills. That proved
to be a tease since the scoring
slowed down drastically after that.
The Bengals began to look like they
were finding their groove after this
20-16 win against a tough Bills
defense. Green finished with 189
yards and a touchdown receiving,
torching Bills’ rookie cornerback
Tre’Davious White.
In a matchup of 0-4 teams, one
team would finally walk away with
a win on their record. The New
York Giants hosted the Los Angeles Chargers. The depleted Giants
team did not have enough left to
hold off the Chargers, resulting in a
27-22 loss.
The Jacksonville Jaguars destroyed the Pittsburgh Steelers at

Heinz Field. Ben Roethlisberger
threw five interceptions, two of
which were returned for touchdowns.
The Steelers failed to score a
touchdown. After a loss to the
Bears, and a beat down by the Jaguars, the Steelers have a lot of questions to answer. The Jaguars move
to 3-2 after an impressive 30-9 win.
The Philadelphia Eagles looked
to take control of the NFC East with
a win against the Arizona Cardinals. The Eagles posted 21 points in
the first quarter and the game was
pretty much decided. The Cardinals scored a touchdown but this
game was dominated by the Eagles.
Carson Wentz threw for 304 yards
and four touchdowns, leading
the Eagles to a 4-1 start by a score
of 34-7.

The biggest surprise in the NFL
this season might be the offense of
the Los Angeles Rams. They were
tested Sunday against the frontrunner of the NFC West: the Seattle
Seahawks. This game was a defensive battle and was tied 10-10 at
halftime. Ultimately, the Seahawks'
defense rose to the challenge and
pitched a shutout in the second
half, leading the Seahawks to a 1610 divisional win.
Similar to the Titans, the Oakland Raiders got bad news regarding their star quarterback Derek
Carr. Carr would be out for this
contest and the Raiders played a
messy game. The Baltimore Ravens'
defense forced turnovers early in
the game, urging the Ravens to a
fast start. Mike Wallace made three
big catches for 133 yards to spark

the Ravens' offense and they held
on to win 30-17 in Oakland.
The Dallas Cowboys came into
Sunday’s game looking to avenge
their February playoff loss this
week. They hosted Aaron Rodgers
and the Green Bay Packers. The two
teams exchanged touchdowns early and Mason Crosby missed two
extra points for Green Bay. Rayne
Dakota "Dak" Prescott led Dallas to
a big touchdown drive, late to take
the lead but left too much time on
the clock. It only took one minute
and 13 seconds for Rodgers to lead
the Packers to victory. An impressive drive capped off by a Davante
Adams touchdown gave the Packers a 35-31 win.
The prime-time game on Sunday night was a big AFC matchup
between the undefeated Kansas
City Chiefs and the Houston Texans. Coming off a 57-point performance, Houston was feeling good
about a possible upset. Deshaun
Watson connected with DeAndre
Hopkins for three touchdowns in
a vicious comeback attempt. Kareem Hunt reached 107 yards on
the ground again and the Chiefs
won 42-34. The Texans found out
after the game they would be losing
superstar defensive end J.J. Watt for
the entire season.
The big storyline going into the
Monday night game was the debut
of Mitch Trubisky. Trubisky was
the Chicago Bears’ first round pick
in the draft. The Bears hosted the
Minnesota Vikings, who have been
dealing with a plethora of offensive
injuries. Trubisky had a chance to
win the game with two minutes left
but ultimately threw an interception on the first play. The Vikings
ran down the clock and kicked a
field goal to win 20-17 in Chicago.
The injuries started to pile up in
Week 5,but there were a lot of great
finishes. Only time will tell what is
in store for Week 6.

Astros, Yankees advance to ALCS,
Dodgers await Cubs or Nats in NLCS
BY KEVIN MENDEZ
STAFF WRITER
With their backs against the
wall in Game 3 of their American League Championship Series
matchup with the Cleveland Indians, the New York Yankees kept
their season alive with a thrilling
1-0 win at Yankee Stadium. The
Yankees had been smothered by
Indians pitcher Trevor Bauer in
Game 1 and had their hearts torn
out in Game 2 when they blew an
8-3 lead in controversial fashion —
manager Joe Girardi elected not to
challenge a potential foul tip that
would have ended a Cleveland
threat.
Facing elimination, the Yankees handed the ball to Masahiro
Tanaka, who has been dominant
in seasons past, but has had an inconsistent 2017 season. The Indians called on right-hander Carlos
Carrasco to finish off the sweep
and send them back to the ALCS
for the second year in a row.
Both starters were absolutely
unhittable and the game was
scoreless through six innings. In
the seventh, with Carrasco having been chased from the game,
Cleveland summoned former Yankee reliever Andrew Miller from
the bullpen. Miller faced Yankee
first baseman Greg Bird to lead
off the inning. With the Yankees
desperately needing a lead, Bird
drove a Miller pitch deep into the
second deck in right field, sending
the Yankee Stadium crowd into a
frenzy. In the eighth, closer Aroldis
Chapman was called on for a fiveout save. Chapman would record
four strikeouts and would get first
baseman Carlos Santana to fly out
to center field to nail down the 1-0
win. The Yankees would force a decisive Game 5 after winning Game

4 with 7-3. The Yankees would win
a thrilling Game 5 against the Indians, and advance to the ALCS.
Much like the Yankees, the
Boston Red Sox were also facing
elimination in their series with
the Houston Astros. The key difference was that the Sox had been
bludgeoned by an onslaught of Astro home runs, losing the first two
games by identical 8-2 scores. Astros second baseman José Altuve
was having a particularly good series, recording three home runs in
Game 1.
Facing a postseason sweep for
the second year in a row, the Red
Sox pinned their hopes on veteran right-hander Doug Fister,
while the Astros called on rookie
Brad Peacock.
In the first game, little seemed
to have changed, as Fister gave up
three first inning runs, including a
booming two-run home run off the
bat of shortstop Carlos Correa. In
the third, Boston would fight back
with run-scoring hits by catcher
Sandy León and designated hitter
Hanley Ramírez to chase Peacock
from the game.
Rookie third baseman Rafael
Devers would then come to the
plate to face reliever Francisco
Liriano. With a man on base, Devers would drive a Liriano pitch
deep over the right-center field
wall for a two-run home run and
Fenway Park erupted for the Sox’s
first lead of the series.
In the seventh, Ramirez and
Devers would tack on three more
runs with an RBI double and single, respectively, giving Boston a
comfortable 7-3 lead. Center fielder Jackie Bradley Jr. would then put
the game out of reach with a threerun home run. After Fister exited
Game 4, different relievers combined for seven and two-thirds

scoreless innings of relief to finish
off the season-saving 10-3 win. The
Astros, however, would win Game
4 in Boston, and will move onto the
ALCS against the Yankees.
The Washington Nationals have
been one of baseball’s most successful franchises since 2012, having won three division titles in that
time. Unfortunately, that has not
translated into postseason success,
as the Nationals have never managed to reach the National League
Championship Series.
In their Game 2 National
League Division Series matchup
with the Chicago Cubs, it looked
like this trend would continue as
they had been shutout 3-0 in Game
1 and mustered little against Cub
left-hander Jon Lester through six
innings in Game 2. Washington entered the bottom of the eighth trailing 3-1 when right-fielder Bryce
Harper stepped up to the plate facing reliever Carl Edwards Jr.
With his team desperately
needing a big hit, Harper drove
a pitch deep over the right-field
wall to tie the game at three. The
home run seemed to energize the
Nationals hitters. Following the
home run, third baseman Anthony
Rendon worked a walk and second
baseman Daniel Murphy singled,
putting men on base for first baseman Ryan Zimmerman. The longest tenured National drove a pitch
from reliever Mike Montgomery
over the wall in left field to complete the comeback and give the
Nationals a 6-3 lead. The deciding
Game 5 will be played Oct. 12.
The Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the Arizona Diamondbacks
in three games to advance to the
NLCS. They will face the winner of
the Cubs-Nationals Series to determine who will represent the senior
circuit in the World Series.
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Yankees come back from 2-0 series deficit to defeat Indians
BY JOSEPH NIEVES
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The New York Yankees advanced to the American League
Championship Series after a fivegame American League Divisional
Series win against the Cleveland Indians. The win capped off the ALDS
against an Indians team that had
not lost three consecutive games
in months. Even though they were
a heavy underdog against the Indians, who won 102 games this season, the Yankees pulled off the biggest upset of the postseason so far.
The Indians are one-year removed from a dramatic Game 7
World Series loss against the Chicago Cubs. Interestingly, since World
War II, every time the Indians make
it to the World Series, the Yankees
do the same the following season.
This would be a wonderful surprise
for Yankees fans who believe the
Bombers are a few years away from
a possible return to the Fall Classic.
The ALDS was an extremely exciting rollercoaster of a series that
could go down as one of baseball’s
greatest playoff series ever.
In Game 1, Trevor Bauer and
Jay Bruce stole the show. Bauer
pitched six and two-thirds scoreless innings, while Bruce was responsible for every run the Indians
put on the board.
The Yankees would get just
three hits all game, two of them
from Starlin Castro. Sonny Gray
struggled with command, giving
up three runs, three hits and four
walks in three and one-third innings. The Indians took Game 1 by
a score of 4-0.
In Game 2, the Yankees blew a
five-run lead. The Yankees scored
six runs on former Cy Young Award
winner, Corey Kluber. In the fifth
inning, Greg Bird hit a towering,
two-run home run to right field that
gave the Yankees an 8-3 lead. When

COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG

Gregorius' strong Game 5 performance propelled the Yanks to a victory over the defending American League Champion Indians.
the sixth inning began, the game
slipped away from the Yankees.
In the sixth, Chad Green faced
Lonnie Chisenhall with runners on
second and third base with one out.
Green’s 1-2 offering hit the knob of
Chisenhall’s bat and landed in Gary
Sánchez’s glove for what should
have been the third out of the inning. However, it was ruled a hit by
pitch by the umpire. This decision
loaded the bases. Manager Joe Girardi made the mistake of the game
by deciding not to challenge the
play despite the pleas by Sánchez
and players on the Yankees’ bench.
After the non-challenge, Francisco

Lindor hit a grand slam off the right
field foul pole, pulling the Indians
within one run.
The game would become tied
8-8 in the eighth inning when the
Yankees once again gave Bruce
a fastball down in the zone. He
launched the pitch into the left
center field bleachers. With the
game still tied in the eleventh inning, Ronald Torreyes was picked
off second base for the first out of
the inning.
Then, in the 13th inning, the
Indians had a runner on second
with nobody out. Yan Gomes then
worked a ten pitch at-bat before

lining a single down the third base
line and giving the Indians a 9-8
walk off victory.
In Game 3, it was a pitching and
defense night. In the top of the sixth
inning, with a runner on first, Lindor hit a deep fly ball to right field.
Aaron Judge leaped up with his
back against the wall and robbed
Lindor of a home run.
Then, in the seventh inning, Bird
hit a moonshot into the right field
seats off former Yankee Andrew
Miller. Bird was just the second
lefty to hit a home run off Miller all
season. It would be the only run in
a 1-0 Yankee victory.

In Game 4, Luis Severino
showed that his performance in
the wild card was just a blip. Severino was very much in control for
most of the game, pitching seven
innings, giving up three runs and
striking out nine batter. He seemed
to feed off the energy of the crowd,
pumping his fist and shouting after
big strikeouts.
The Indians, on the other hand,
played sloppy baseball and the
Yankees capitalized, scoring six
unearned runs. Bauer was nowhere near as dominant as he was
in Game 1. He lasted just one and
two-thirds innings and gave up
four runs. The Yankees won 7-3,
forcing a decisive Game 5.
In Game 5, Didi Gregorius powered the Yankees offense. Gregorius hit two home runs off Kluber,
giving the Yankees a lead they
would hold onto until the end.
The Indians’ best chance of coming back was in the bottom of the
fifth when they were down 3-2 and
had runners on first and second.
They failed to execute and hit into
an inning-ending double play. The
Yankees won 5-2 and advance to
the ALCS where they will face the
Houston Astros.
The Astros were one of the best
teams all season and will look to
spoil the Yankees’ “Cinderella” season. The team, led by MVP candidate José Altuve, will look to knock
off another American League East
Division opponent as they defeated
the Yankees’ rival Boston Red Sox
to advance to the ALCS.
If the Yankees want to defeat the
Astros, they will need Aaron Judge
to return to his regular season form
as he will want to forget his miserable performance at the plate in
the ALDS. The Yankees will look
to defeat one of the best teams in
baseball once again and advance
to the Fall Classic for the first time
since 2009.
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Baruch Weekly
THEME: HALLOWEEN

OCTOBER 2017
MON

16
TUES

17
WED

18
THURS

19
FRI

20
SAT

21
SUN

22

ACROSS
1. EMOTIONAL TURMOIL
6. HOT SPRINGS RESORT
9. ____ANDTAKE
13. POET’S “BELOW”
14. SNAKELIKE REEF
DWELLER
15. SWEATING ROOM
16. KIND OF CANDLE
17. I, TO CLAUDIUS
18. EXTERNAL
19. *JACKOLANTERN’S
BIRTHPLACE
21. *ALL ____ EVE
23. IN THE MANNER OF,
FRENCH
24. “____FREE” ON AN
EGG CARTON
25. O IN OPEC
28. CAR WITH A BAR
30. CONFINE A RIVER
35. TON, E.G.
37. ILLCONSIDERED
39. MONTH AFTER ADAR
40. RESULT OF A
BRAINSTORM
41. UP AND ABOUT
43. AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR
CLINICAL INVESTIGATION
44. GOVERNMENT IN
MYANMAR, 19622011
46. SPIRALHORNED
ANTELOPE
47. LORD’S SERVANT
48. DECLARE WITH
CONFIDENCE

MEN’S SOCCER: BARUCH VS. WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY*
5 p.m. | Randall’s Island Field #10 | Free

OMEGA SEMINAR
12 p.m. - 2 p.m. | NVC 14-240 | Free
BECKER CPA TABLING
3 p.m. - 5 p.m. | NVC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
BLOOMBERG I
5:45 p.m. - 7 p.m. | Subotnick Center | Free, Registration Required
BEGINNER RACQUETBALL
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. | B3-Racquetball Court | $169 tuition per 12 sessions
IMMIGRATION 101 WORKSHOPS FALL 2017
12:30 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. | NVC 8-155 | Free
ART CORNER
12:40 p.m. - 2:20 p.m. | NVC 3-240 | Free
LSAMP PRESENTATION SERIES
11:30 a.m.- 5 p.m. | NVC 14-269 | Free

50. TRENDING PIECE ONLINE
52. CASUAL ATTIRE
53. 2 ASPIRIN, E.G.
55. SIS’ SIBLING
57. *LOCALE OF WORLD’S
LARGEST HALLOWEEN
PARADE
61. *INHABITED BY GHOSTS
65. OLDEN DAY ANESTHETIC
66. *THE DRY STUFF
CREATES SPOOKY FOG
68. BABY GRAND
69. *THEY GO GUISING
70. SPANISH SEA
71. POISONOUS SUBSTANCE
72. BANGKOK NATIVE
73. ADULT INVOLVEMENT
ORG.
74. LIKE A SNICKER
DOWN
1. UNFAVORABLE PREFIX
2. GETTING WARM
3. OPENMOUTHED
ASTONISHMENT
4. TALL ANCIENT
MONUMENT
5. STATE OF BEING IN
SOMEONE’S POWER
6. LIKE MONEY TO START A
PROJECT
7. CRIBBAGE PIECE
8. OFTEN COMES WITH A LEI
9. LOG SPLITTER
10. MOTORCAR
11. “THE MAN WHO ____
TOO MUCH” THRILLER
12. LOBE HOLDERS
15. LIKE FUNEREAL

ATMOSPHERE
20. NIGERIAN MONEY
22. *WHAT’S THE CUTOFF
ONE FOR TRICKOR
TREATERS?
24. *APPROPRIATE
HALLOWEEN GARB
25. *SPIRIT BOARD
26. RIVER IN INDIA
27. PROPERTY CLAIMS
29. *FAKE FACE
31. UNACCEPTABLE IN
JUROR
32. OPPOSITE OF LIABILITY
33. MOTHEROFPEARL
34. *MICHAEL MYERS’
WEAPON OF CHOICE
36. BRITISH ART GALLERY
38. SWEEP UNDER THE RUG
42. “DANCING WITH THE
STARS” NUMBER
45. PASSIONS
49. LOOKOUT POINT
51. GOES OFF LIKE
VESUVIUS
54. PINCH TO SAVE
56. IT HAS MANY LAYERS
57. HITLER’S EAGLE’S ____
58. ____ A SKETCH
59. “STOP” TO A HORSE
60. SASQUATCH’S COUSIN
61. ZEUS’ WIFE
62. UBER’S COMPETITOR
63. BRITISH CHILDREN’S
AUTHOR BLYTON
64. FULLY COOKED
67. TOM OF “TOM AND

JIAHUI HAN | THE TICKER

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

PUBLIC RELATIONS: DIVERSITY WORKSHOP FOR GOLDEN BUDDIES
6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. | NVC 3-210 | Free

ISSUE 5

BEGINNER RACQUETBALL
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. | B3-Racquetball Court | $169 tuition per 12 sessions
ARDEN/EVERYWHERE: THE AS YOU LIKE IT PROJECT
8 p.m. - 11 p.m. | BPAC | $16
BEGINNER RACQUETBALL
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. | B3-Racquetball Court | $169 tuition per 12 sessions
ARDEN/EVERYWHERE: THE AS YOU LIKE IT PROJECT
7 p.m. to 10 p.m. | BPAC | $16
*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight
SAVE THE DATE

INTERNSHIP UPDATE

Writing Winning Resumes
Monday, Oct. 16, 3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., NVC 2-190
Learn how to develop and design a professional,
marketable résumé that will be well received.

UNCOMMON SCHOOLS

Cover Letter & Other Business Correspondence
Tuesday, Oct. 17, 12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m., NVC 2-190
Come and find out more information about risk
management from real professionals in the industry!
Mastering the Job Interview: Advanced
Wednesday, Oct. 18, 12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m., NVC 2-190
Learn how to develop and design a professional,
marketable cover letter!
The Spotlight Series: Careers in Start-Ups
Thursday, Oct. 19, 12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m., NVC 3-165
Come and find out more information about start-up
companies from real professionals in their industries!

Summer Teaching Fellow
Uncommon Schools is currently seeking Summer Teaching
Fellows for Summer 2018. Summer Teaching Fellows come from
colleges all across the United
States to observe, learn from and
co-teach with Mentor Teachers
who are full-time, high-performing teachers. Candidates indicate their choice of region and
grade level (elementary, middle,
or high) while applying and, if
selected, will be notified of their
placement in mid-May.
At the end of the regular
school year, most Fellows ob-

PEER TIP OF THE WEEK

HIGHLINE RESIDENTIAL

CHECK OUT THE PEER TIP OF THE WEEK FROM SCDC’S PEERS
FOR CAREERS PROGRAM

Graphic Design

Bullet points comprise the body of your résumé. Learning
to write an effective bullet point can go a long way in helping
you land a highly coveted internship. Including a power
verb, describing the results of your actions, and quantifying
the amount of work are the necessary and essential parts of a
bullet point.

– Katherine Dorovitsine, Peers for Careers

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

As a member of the Highline
Residential marketing team,
you’ll help build creative elements for our overall branding
and marketing strategies. You will
create business cards, brochures,
signage, publications, ads, booklets, and other communication
pieces that get printed. You will
also assist with photo editing,
email blast creation, and some
front-end web design (Photoshop
mock-ups, no coding required).
Graphic designers are expected to develop graphics, templates
and collateral using the Adobe

serve classrooms, support their
Mentor Teacher and potentially
lead individual or small group
student instruction. When the
Summer Academy begins, Fellows eventually instruct a full
class with their Mentor’s support
and guidance and may also plan
and build curriculum for their
summer class. This provides opportunities to gain the experience and support necessary to
develop, grow, and enhance instructional skills.
The Summer Teaching Fellowship is between seven to 10

weeks long, depending on the
level of instruction. It is seven
weeks for Elementary and Middle School levels, while it is 10
weeks for High School levels
beginning on May 28. Stipends
(amount dependent on instruction level) and housing is provided.
Please visit http://www.uncommonschools.org to learn
more about the organization and
visit Starr Search for a full job description.

Creative Suite. They also coordinate and work with staff and
the leadership team in development, marketing, sales, or other
functional departments. Designers will conceptualize required
graphics and produce sample
layouts, edit and modify based on
feedback, develop creative pieces while adhering to branding
guidelines, direct and edit photo
shoots, and handle designated
projects from start to completion,
sometimes independently, after
being given the parameters of the
project.

Applicants are expected to
know Photoshop, Illustrator,
Microsoft Office, operation of a
DSLR and basic photo editing
and have basic knowledge of social media platforms. They welcome experience with InDesign,
Premiere, illustration/painting,
portrait photography, the ability
to work in a fast-paced environment, and basic knowledge of
estimates and price comparison.
This internship opportunity is
paid.

Starr Search ID: 108834

Starr Search ID: 108526

